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St. Herman Press
For almost fifty years, the St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood has 

been publishing Orthodox Christian literature. In 1965, with the 
blessing of St. John of Shanghai and San Francisco, the brotherhood 
began its mission to bring the truths of Orthodoxy Christianity to the 
English-speaking world. Its beginnings were simple: only a storefront and 
a small, hand-operated printing press. Dedicated to the humble Russian 
monk Herman—who, in 1794, was one of the first to bring the Orthodox 
Gospel of Christ to North America—the St. Herman Brotherhood seeks 
to combine the monastic life with the spread of spiritual literature.

In 1969, the brotherhood moved its publishing endeavors to the 
mountains of northern California. Secluded on a mountaintop 
overlooking the small town of Platina, the brothers established a monastic 
life of prayer centered on the cycle of the divine services of the Orthodox 
Church. They continued their labors of translating and printing amidst 
the rigorous demands of life in the wilderness. Since that time, St. Herman 
Press has published over a hundred titles and continues to produce The 
Orthodox Word—a bimonthly journal featuring Lives of saints and 
righteous men and women, spiritual counsels, and patristic teachings.

Fr. Seraphim Rose (†1982), one of the founders of the brotherhood, 
became renowned as a spiritual father, Church writer, and translator. 
As a convert to the Orthodox Faith who had immersed himself in the 
life of the Church and the teachings of the Holy Fathers, Fr. Seraphim 
was able to express the warmth and depth of the Orthodox Faith in his 
writings. Since his repose, his works have become contemporary classics 
of Orthodox literature, translated into fifteen different languages.

To contact the monastery about publications, pilgrimages, or other 
matters, please write to us at

St. Herman of Alaska Monastery
P. O. Box 70

Platina, CA 96076
E-mail: stherman@stherman.com

Website: www.sainthermanpress.com
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Saint Herman Calendar 2015
Dedicated to  

Orthodox Saints of Siberia

The Orthodox ( Julian or “Old”) 
Calendar, with corresponding 
civil dates. A complete calendar 
of Orthodox saints, Scripture 
readings, and fasting guidelines 
for every day of the year, together 
with a listing of uncanonized 
righteous ones of recent centuries. 

The 2015 St. Herman 
Calendar is dedicated to the 
Orthodox Saints of Siberia. It 
includes a feature article on the 
history of Siberia, from its pagan 
origins to its colonization and 
evangelization by Russia and its 

sufferings at the hands of the Communists in the 20th century. Also 
included are brief biographies and iconographic portraits of twelve of 
the saints who have shone forth in the Siberia.

112 pages, journal format, illustrated, paperback, $10 

20152015

Top: The Abalak Monastery of the Sign, located in Abalak, near Tobolsk, Siberia.

Bottom: The Theotokos–Alexeyev Monastery in Tomsk, Siberia. At right is a chapel 
containing the relics of St. Theodore Kuzmich.

Front cover: Icon from Tobolsk, depicting the Synaxis of the Saints of Siberia. 
(The Russian Royal Martyrs are included because they spent nine months 

of their imprisonment in Tobolsk.) 

$10.00

Orthodox Saints of SiberiaOrthodox Saints of Siberia
CalendarCover2015.indd   1 8/15/2014   4:37:19 PM

Marriage and Virginity 
according to 

St. John Chrysostom
By Archpriest Josiah Trenham

This book is a treasure trove of the distilled 
counsels of St. John Chrysostom—distilled 
from his thorough knowledge of and love 
for the Holy Scriptures and his profound 
respect for and obedience to the mind of 
the Church—concerning matters of great 
interest and importance for people of all 
ages and circumstances: virginity, chastity, 
celibacy, marriage, contraception, parenting, family life, sexual practices, divorce, 
remarriage, and widowhood. You will find that this great fourth-century preacher 
and pastor of the Church still has an urgent (and salvific!) message to proclaim to 
people of the twenty-first century and beyond—the soul-profiting message of the 
beauty of consecrated virginity and the blessedness of marriage. I trust that after 
receiving his inspired counsel you will marvel at the beauty of the Scripture-based 
teachings so as to be lifted to the clouds in appreciation of and admiration for the 
God Who fashioned and sanctifies both states for His glory. May it be so!

—His Grace Basil, Bishop of Wichita and Mid-America, Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

Archpriest Josiah B. Trenham is pastor of St. Andrew Orthodox Christian Church 
in Riverside, California. A former clergyman of the Presbyterian and Reformed 
Episcopal Churches, in 1993 he was received into the Orthodox Church and ordained 
to the holy priesthood by Bishop Basil of Wichita and Mid-America. In 2004 he 
received his Ph.D. in theology from the University of Durham, England, where 
he studied under the renowned Orthodox Christian professor of Patristics Fr. 
Andrew Louth. Since 2004, Fr. Josiah has served as Adjunct Professor of History 
at California Baptist University in Riverside. He participates in yearly academic 
forums and symposia, conducts numerous parish retreats each year throughout the 
United States and Canada, and is the founder of Patristic Nectar Publications.
298 pages, paperback, $19 isbn 978-1-887904-30-8

Archpriest Josiah B. Trenham

Marriage and Virginity 
according to 

St. John Chrysostom

What you now have in your hands is a 
treasure trove of the distilled counsels of St. 
John Chrysostom—distilled from his thor-
ough knowledge of and love for the Holy 
Scriptures and his profound respect for and 
obedience to the mind of the Church—con-
cerning matters of great interest and impor-
tance for people of all ages and circumstances: 
virginity, chastity, celibacy, marriage, contra-
ception, parenting, family life, sexual prac-
tices, divorce, remarriage, and widowhood. 
You will find that this great fourth-century 
preacher and pastor of the Church still has 
an urgent (and salvific!) message to proclaim 
to people of the twenty-first century and 
beyond—the soul-profiting message of the 
beauty of consecrated virginity and the bless-
edness of marriage. I trust that after receiving 
his inspired counsel you will marvel at the 
beauty of the Scripture-based teachings so as 

to be lifted to the clouds in appreciation of and admiration for the God Who fashioned 
and sanctifies both states for His glory. May it be so! 

—From the Foreword by His Grace Basil, Bishop of Wichita and Mid-America 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

Archpriest Josiah B. Trenham is pastor of St. 
Andrew Orthodox Christian Church in Riv-
erside, California. A former clergyman of the 
Presbyterian and Reformed Episcopal Church-
es, in 1993 he was received into the Orthodox 
Church and ordained to the holy priesthood 
by Bishop Basil of Wichita and Mid-America. 
In 2004 he received his Ph.D. in theology from 
the University of Durham, England, where he 
studied under the renowned Orthodox Chris-
tian professor of Patristics Fr. Andrew Louth. 
Since 2004, Fr. Josiah has served as Adjunct Professor of History at California Baptist 
University in Riverside. He participates in yearly academic forums and symposia, con-
ducts numerous parish retreats each year throughout the United States and Canada, and 
is the founder of Patristic Nectar Publications. He and his presbytera, Catherine, were 
married in 1988, and from their happy union have been born nine children. 

st. herman of alaska brotherhood                theology/patristics
isbn 978-1-887904-30-8         $19 U.S.
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St. John Chrysostom, 
Archbishop of Constantinople 

(ca. 347–407)
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Ascent to the 
Summit

The Life and Martyric 
Death of Fr. Igor Rozin

In the words of Tertullian, “The 
blood of the martyrs is the seed of 
the Church.” In 2001, another martyr 
for the Orthodox Christian Faith 
took his place among that cloud of 
witnesses: Priest Igor Rozin of Russia’s 
predominantly Muslim Kabardino-
Balkar Republic, located in the 

northern Caucasus Mountains. An alpine rescuer who saved those lost 
in the mountains, he was baptized at the age of 36, ordained to the 
priesthood at 42, and martyred by a Muslim extremist at 44. During his 
brief life as a pastor, he attained his true calling: the rescue of souls lost 
in the moral wastelands of modern society. His life was one of total self-
sacrifice for the sake of those around him, whether Christian or Muslim.

Translated from Russian sources, this is the touching story of a man 
who lived to the fullest the Gospel teaching: Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends ( John 15:13). Despite 
frequent threats to his life by those who wanted to silence the preaching 
of Christ’s Gospel of peace, Fr. Igor remained heedless of his own 
personal safety in order to minister to those thirsting for words of life. 
Although he was a strong man, able to defend himself, he did not strike 
down his murderer, but meekly accepted his fate, thus witnessing to his 
flock and to the world that the Christian Faith is precious, even more 
than one’s own earthly life. Confirming that his sacrifice was pleasing to 
God, Fr. Igor met his martyric end on the commemoration day of a saint 
he greatly revered—St. Ignatius Brianchaninov, in whose diocese he lived 
and served.
70 pages, paperback, $8 isbn 978-1-887904-31-5

‑

religion

Ascent to the 
Summit

The Life and Martyric Death 
of Fr. Igor Rozin

In the  words of Tertullian, 
“The blood of the martyrs is 

the seed of the Church.” In 2001, 
another martyr for the Orthodox 
Christian Faith took his place 
among that cloud of witnesses: 
Priest Igor Rozin of Russia’s predominantly Muslim Kabardino-Balkar 
Republic, located in the northern Caucasus Mountains. An alpine rescuer 
who saved those lost in the mountains, he was baptized at the age of 36, 
ordained to the priesthood at 42, and martyred by a Muslim extremist at 
44. During his brief life as a pastor, he attained his true calling: the rescue 
of souls lost in the moral wastelands of modern society. His life was one 
of total self-sacrifice for the sake of those around him, whether Christian 
or Muslim.

Translated from Russian sources, this is the touching story of a man 
who lived to the fullest the Gospel teaching: Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends ( John 15:13). Despite frequent 
threats to his life by those who wanted to silence the preaching of Christ’s 
Gospel of peace, Fr. Igor remained heedless of his own personal safety in 
order to minister to those thirsting for words of life. Although he was a 
strong man, able to defend himself, he did not strike down his murderer, 
but meekly accepted his fate, thus witnessing to his flock and to the world 
that the Christian Faith is precious, even more than one’s own earthly life. 
Confirming that his sacrifice was pleasing to God, Fr. Igor met his martyric 
end on the commemoration day of a saint he greatly revered—St. Ignatius 
Brianchaninov, in whose diocese he lived and served.

st. herman of alaska brotherhood 
$8 us     isbn 978-1-887904-31-5 
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Ascent to the 
Summit

The Life and Martyric Death 
of Fr. Igor Rozin

Ascent to the Summit Cover.indd   1 3/13/2014   3:44:56 PM

The Beginnings 
of a 

Life of Prayer
By Archimandrite Irenei

The beginnings of prayer arise from 
the longing of the heart to know 
God, to rest in Him Who showed 
His love upon the precious Cross, to 
abide in the fullness of communion 
with Him. In the present book—a 
primer on prayer—Archimandrite 
Irenei first prepares the ground by helping us to count the cost (Luke 14:28) 
of our lives as Christians, to take stock of the spiritual struggle we must 
undertake if we are to ascend toward God in prayer. Then, based on a sober 
appraisal of our lowly condition and of the worldly and demonic influences 
that assail us, he helps us to adorn our inward beings as temples of prayer.

With an eye ever on the practical application of Orthodox Christian 
teaching to the spiritual life, the author raises our minds and hearts to 
a greater awareness of the holiness and majesty of God, and at the same 
time of the potential for us—unworthy though we are—to enter into 
intimate communion with Him. This awareness inspires us to explore 
with the author the depths of prayer, and to strive more fervently toward 
eternal life in Christ—the end for which we have been created.
Archimandrite Irenei (M. C. Steenberg) received his doctorate in Theology from the 
University of Oxford. He has served as Professor of Theology and Head of Theology 
& Religious Studies at Leeds Trinity and All Saints College, England, and as the 
Principal of the St. John of San Francisco Orthodox Academy in San Francisco, 
California. He is currently the Director of the Sts. Cyril and Athanasius Institute for 
Orthodox Studies in San Francisco. His books include Irenaeus on Creation: The 
Cosmic Christ and the Saga of Redemption and Of God and Man: Theology 
and Anthropology from Irenaeus to Athanasius.
128 pages, paperback, $12 isbn 978-1-887904-29-2
Digital edition: $9.99

“In prison we had the most spiritual life. We reached 
levels that we are not able to reach in this world. 

Isolated, anchored in Jesus Christ, we had joys and 
illuminations that this world cannot offer us.”

—Fr. George Calciu

Father George Calciu (1925–2006) was one of  the great confessors 
of Christianity in the twentieth century. Having survived the diabolic 
prison experiments of Communist Romania, Fr. George went on to 
become an apostle to spiritual seekers in Romania and, eventually, 
throughout the world. He was able to speak authoritatively of God’s love 
and forgiveness because of his own experience of God’s mercy. As a priest 
in America, Fr. George maintained a strict ascetic life of fasting and prayer, 
while at the same time pastoring his flock as a joyful and loving father.

Here we present a collection of his interviews, homilies, and 
talks. In them he shares his thoughts on his imprisonment, how to 
pray, his own experience of 
God’s Uncreated Light, and 
the Orthodox Christian’s battle 
against temptations in America. 
Included in this volume are the 
“Seven Homilies to the Youth” 
that he gave in Bucharest in 
1978. These homilies, in which 
he fearlessly called Romanian 
youth to turn from atheism and 
materialism to Christ, led to his 
second imprisonment by the 
Communist regime. Here, as in 
his other writings and talks, the 
common thread of God’s mercy and forgiveness is woven into the fabric 
of man’s need for repentance and union with his Creator.

“As Fr. George blessed so many during his lifetime, his words in this book 
will bless thousands more, leading, instructing, and confirming them in 
the faith of Christ, for he loved Christ above all.”

—Frederica Mathewes-Green

The Beginnings 
of a Life of  Prayer

The Beginnings 
of a Life of  Prayer

Archimandrite Irenei

The beginnings of prayer arise from the longing of the heart to know 
God, to rest in Him Who showed His love upon the precious Cross, 

to abide in the fullness of communion with Him. In the present book—
a primer on prayer—Archimandrite Irenei first prepares the ground by 
helping us to count the cost (Luke 14:28) of our lives as Christians, to 
take stock of the spiritual struggle we must undertake if we are to ascend 
toward God in prayer. Then, based on a sober appraisal of our lowly con-
dition and of the worldly and demonic influences that assail us, he helps 
us to adorn our inward beings as temples of prayer.

With an eye ever on the practical application of Orthodox Christian 
teaching to the spiritual life, the author raises our minds and hearts to 
a greater awareness of the holiness and majesty of God, and at the same 
time of the potential for us—unworthy though we are—to enter into in-
timate communion with Him. This awareness inspires us to explore with 
the author the depths of prayer, and to strive more fervently toward eter-
nal life in Christ—the end for which we have been created.

Archimandrite Irenei (M. C. Steen-
berg) received his doctorate in Theol-
ogy from the University of Oxford. 
He has served as Professor of Theol-
ogy and Head of Theology & Reli-
gious Studies at Leeds Trinity and All 
Saints College, England, and as the 
Principal of the St. John of San Fran-
cisco Orthodox Academy in San Fran-
cisco, California. He is currently the 
priest of the St. Tikhon of Zadonsk 
Church in San Francisco (where St. 
John of Shanghai and San Francisco 
lived during his last years), as well as 
the Director of the Saints Cyril and Athanasius Institute for Orthodox Stud-
ies. His books include Irenaeus on Creation: The Cosmic Christ and the Saga of 
Redemption and Of God and Man: Theology and Anthropology from Irenaeus to 
Athanasius. He is the creator of www.monachos.net, an online compendium of 
Orthodox patristic theology.

ST. HERMAN OF ALASKA BROTHERHOOD
isbn: 978-1-887904-29-2                             $12.00 u.s.
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Father Seraphim 
Rose

His Life and Works

By Hieromonk Damascene

When I became a Christian I voluntarily 
crucified my mind, and all the crosses that 
I bear have been only a source of joy for me. 
I have lost nothing, and gained everything.

—Fr. Seraphim Rose

The epic biography of Fr. Seraphim tells the unique story of a man who, 
having grown up in a typical American home in Southern California, 
became one of the greatest teachers of Orthodox Christianity in our 
times, loved and revered throughout Russia and Eastern Europe.

Quoting at length from his letters, journals, manuscripts, recorded 
lectures, and published writings, this book traces Fr. Seraphim’s intense 
search for truth and his philosophical development, setting forth his 
message and offering a glimpse into the soul of a man who lived, even 
while on this earth, in the Kingdom of God.
This new biography of Fr. Seraphim Rose is an outstanding portrait of an American 
convert to Orthodoxy, who, having found the fulfillment of his life in the Orthodox 
Church, paved the way for thousands of others to follow him. This excellent book 
is both a challenge and an inspiration to all who are searching for intellectual and 
spiritual integrity, not only in word and thought, but as a whole way of life.

—Metropolitan Jonah, chief hierarch of the Orthodox Church in America

This new version of Fr. Seraphim’s life incorporates years of new research 
and includes much material, written by Fr. Seraphim and others, that has 
never been published before. Already translated into Greek, Russian, 
Romanian, Serbian, and Bulgarian, the book has become a favorite of 
Orthodox Christians around the world.
1,144 pages, illustrated, paperback, $29 isbn 1-887904-07-7
Digital edition: $21

L as a monk in the mountains of northern 
California, Fr. Seraphim Rose broke the shack-
les of his times and penetrated into the heart 
of ancient Christian experience, reconnecting 
fragmented Western man with his lost roots and 
showing him the way of return to God. Today his 
name is known and loved by millions through-
out the world, especially in Russia and Eastern 
Europe, where during the Communist era his 
writings were secretly distributed in thousands of 
typewritten manuscripts.

This book traces his intense search for Truth 
and his spiritual and philosophical development, 
setting forth his message and offering a glimpse 
into the soul of a man who lived, even while on 
this earth, in the otherworldly Kingdom of God.

“THIS  is the Fr. Seraphim I remember, and how wonderful it was to read this biography 
and relive it all. Fr. Damascene’s work is a fine reconstruction of the ‘Platina Years’ that 
affected so many of us in a positive way. But most important of all, Fr. Seraphim lives again 
in these pages—just as I recall him—a warm, clear-thinking advocate of that which we 
need so badly these days: a suffering Orthodoxy of the heart.… This is a truly exceptional 
book, worthy of the noble and righteous Fr. Seraphim!”

—Hieromonk Ambrose (formerly Fr. Alexey Young), 
author of Letters from Father Seraphim

“The Light of Christ, shining through Fr. Seraphim, illumines the path of faith and 
encourages us who attempt to follow in the way. Hieromonk Damascene presents this light-
filled life in words so clear and inviting that the reader eagerly follows, page after page.”

—Frederica Mathewes-Green, National Public Radio commentator, 
author of At the Corner of East and Now and The Illumined Heart

“This new biography of Fr. Seraphim Rose is an outstanding portrait of an American 
convert to Orthodoxy, who, having found the fulfillment of his life in the Orthodox 
Church, paved the way for thousands of others to follow him. This excellent book is both a 
challenge and an inspiration to all who are searching for intellectual and spiritual integrity, 
not only in word and thought, but as a whole way of life.”

—Hieromonk Jonah, Abbot of the Monastery of St. John of Shanghai 
and San Francisco, editor of Divine Ascent

“Fr. Seraphim Rose was a lover of tradition who was also far ahead of his time. His inspiring 
life and thought deserve to be more widely appreciated.”

—Phillip E. Johnson, author of Darwin on Trial and The Wedge of Truth

.    
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New Second Edition

Genesis, Creation, 
and Early Man

Compiled posthumously from a 
rich array of materials left behind by 
Fr. Seraphim, this book presents the 
timeless teaching of the Orthodox 
Church—as found in her Holy 
Scriptures and the writings of her Holy 
Fathers—on the events of creation, 
the first-created world, the natures of 
created things, the original nature of 
man, the cosmic consequences of man’s 
fall, and the early history of mankind.
A presentation of the traditional, Patristic understanding of Genesis, which at the 
same time bravely exposes the lie of the modern philosophy of evolution. This is a 
vital, pathfinding work, which can serve as a true foundation for all sides in future 
discussions.

—His Eminence Metropolitan Joseph, Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox 
Diocese of the USA, Canada, and Australia 

The second edition contains much new material, including an updated 
preface outlining new developments in the creation/evolution debate, 
such as the rise of the intelligent design movement in the West and the 
defense of the Orthodox Patristic teaching on creation by theological 
writers and scientists in Russia; explanatory notes on many topics 
pertaining to Genesis and creation, with further quotations from the 
Holy Fathers and extensive references to Patristic works; an article 
detailing the Scriptural-Patristic teaching on the incorruption of man 
and the cosmos before the fall, and demonstrating how this is inextricably 
tied to the Church’s teaching on our redemption by Christ and on 
creation’s redeemed state beyond the general resurrection; and critiques 
of the modern philosophy of evolution by saints and holy elders, as well 
as by Orthodox scientists working in the fields of biology and geology.
1,144 pages, illustrated, paperback, $35 isbn 978-1-887904-25-4
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The Orthodox 
Christian Vision

Fr. Seraphim rose
Introduction by Phillip E. Johnson

AST the creation/evolution debate that is now raging, with evidence being  
 offered for both sides, few have made use of what Fr. Seraphim Rose called “the miss-

ing evidence”: the timeless teaching of the Orthodox Holy Fathers on the events of creation, 
the first-created world, the natures of created things, the original nature of man, and the 
cosmic consequences of man’s fall.

In the present volume, this teaching has been gathered and set forth in a thorough, 
detailed, and above all honest manner. Perhaps more than anyone else in our times, Fr. Sera-
phim Rose searched, studied, prayed, and struggled to understand how the Holy Fathers 
noetically apprehended the beginning of the world as revealed in the Divinely inspired 
book of Genesis. Having acquired their mind, he has presented to the modern world the 
harmonious Patristic vision of the cosmos.

A much-needed answer to today’s “crisis of meaning,” this book sheds unique light on 
the origin and primordial condition of man and the cosmos, showing how these mysteries 
are inextricably tied to those of our redemption by Jesus Christ and of creation’s redeemed 
state beyond the general resurrection. The Divine vision of the Fathers opens up deeper 
levels of awareness concerning God’s creation and His ultimate intention for it—levels that 
cannot be reached through merely rational or scientific means.

F. S R (–) was an Orthodox monk in the ancient tradition who 
dedicated his life to reawakening the modern West to forgotten spiritual truths. From his 
remote cabin in the mountains of northern California, he authored works that have had a 
profound international impact.

“A presentation of the traditional, Patristic understanding of Genesis, which at the same time 
bravely exposes the lie of the modern philosophy of evolution. This is a vital, pathfinding 
work, which can serve as a true foundation for all sides in future discussions.”

—His Eminence Metropolitan J, Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Diocese 
of the USA, Canada, and Australia 

“It is with great joy and tremendous interest that we greet the publication of the second 
edition—containing much additional theological and scientific material of great value—of 
this remarkable work by Hieromonk Seraphim of blessed memory. Having myself employed 
the first edition of this work as a sourcebook in our courses on Apologetics and Comparative 
Theology, I can testify to the clarity and meticulousness of Fr. Seraphim’s presentation of the 
traditional Orthodox doctrine of creation. I can moreover witness to the satisfaction with 
which students, previously instructed in evolutionist theories, encounter the truth about 
our God-breathed origins in the pages of this book. As an antidote against the fashionable 
but spiritually and intellectually corrosive ‘dogma’ of evolution, this work is unsurpassed. 
As such, it belongs everywhere—parishes, monasteries, seminaries, and homes—where 
Orthodoxy is taught and studied.”

—Archimandrite Luke, Rector, Holy Trinity Orthodox Seminary, Jordanville, New York
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God’s Revelation 
to the  

Human Heart
What does man seek in religion, and 
what should he seek in it? How does 
God reveal Himself in order to bring 
man to a knowledge of the Truth? How 
does suffering help this revelation to 
occur?

These and other questions were 
discussed by Fr. Seraphim Rose during 
a lecture he gave at the University of 

California, Santa Cruz, in 1981. The contents of this lecture comprise the 
present book, which includes Fr. Seraphim’s answers to questions asked 
by the university students.

It is in accepting given situations, which requires a loving heart, that one encounters 
God. This loving heart is why anyone comes to a knowledge of the truth, even though 
God sometimes has to break down and humble a heart to make it receptive—as 
in the case of the Apostle Paul, who at one time was breathing fire against and 
persecuting Christians. But to God, the past, present and future of the human heart 
are all present, and He sees where He can break through and communicate.

—an excerpt from God’s Revelation to the Human Heart

Drawing from a variety of sources—the Holy Scriptures, patristic 
writings, the Lives of saints both ancient and modern, and accounts of 
persecuted Christians behind the iron curtain—Fr. Seraphim goes to the 
core of all Christian life: the conversion of the heart of man, which causes 
it to burn with love for Christ and transforms him into a new being.

God’s Revelation to the Human Heart is an excellent introductory 
book to Orthodox Christianity. 
52 pages, paperback, $5 isbn 978-0-938635-03-1
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What does man seek in religion, and what should he seek in 
it? How does God reveal Himself in order to bring man to a 
knowledge of the Truth? How does suffering help this revela-
tion to occur?

These and other questions were discussed by Fr. Seraphim 
Rose, an Orthodox Christian priest-monk, during a lecture he 
gave at the University of California, Santa Cruz, in 1981. The 
contents of this lecture comprise the present book, which in-
cludes Fr. Seraphim’s answers to questions asked by the univer-
sity students.

Drawing from a variety of sources—the Holy Scriptures, 
Patristic writings, the Lives of saints both ancient and modern, 
and accounts of persecuted Christians behind the iron cur-
tain—Fr. Seraphim goes to the core of all Christian life: the 
conversion of the heart of man, which causes it to burn with 
love for Christ and transforms one into a new being.

Fr. Seraphim Rose (1934–1982) dedicated his life to reawaken-
ing modern Western man to forgotten spiritual truths. From his 
remote monastic cabin in the mountains of northern California, 
he produced writings that have reached millions throughout the 
world. Today he is one of the best-loved spiritual writers in Rus-
sia and Eastern Europe. His books Orthodoxy and the Religion 
of the Future and The Soul After Death have changed countless 
lives with their sobering truth.

ST. HERMAN OF ALASKA BROTHERHOOD
www.sainthermanpress.com

ISBN-13: 978-0-938635-03-1
$5 U.S.

God’s Revelation 
to the 

Human Heart
Fr. Seraphim Rose

Orthodoxy and the Religion 
of the Future

Orthodoxy and the Religion of the Future 
examines contemporary religious trends 
in the light of Orthodox teachings. Once 
considered fringe elements, these spiritual 
movements have become popular in the 
mainstream culture, promoting distorted and 
anti-Christian worldviews. Taken as whole, 
these movements are a symptom of the “new 
religious consciousness” that is preparing the 
world religion of the future. Phenomena such 

as Yoga, Tantra, the charismatic movement, and UFOs are presented in 
contrast to the Orthodox patristic standard of spiritual life. Included in 
the fifth edition is an up-to-date epilogue that chronicles the signs of the 
religion of the future that have made their appearance since this book was 
first published.
256 pages, paperback, $9.95 isbn 1-887904-00-x

The Soul After Death
The Soul After Death is a comprehensive pre-
sentation of the 2,000-year-old experience of 
Orthodox Christianity regarding the existence 
of the other world, addressing present day 
“after-death” and “out-of-body” experiences, 
the teachings of traditional Eastern religions, 
and the ideas of more recent occult societies.

Principal teachings of Orthodox 
Christianity concerning the life of the soul 
after death are presented in a clear, concise 
manner, as taught by Church fathers and 
teachers throughout Christian history. The 
Soul After Death offers a sobering look at what we are all destined to 
experience.
302 pages, paperback, $9.95 isbn 0-938635-14-x

RELIGION / PHILOSOPHY $9.95

The American book that has changed the 
spiritual face of contemporary Russia.

The author, Fr. Seraphim Rose (–), 
was an Orthodox monk in the ancient tradition 
who dedicated his life to reawakening modern 
Western man to forgotten spiritual truths. From 
his remote cabin in the mountains of northern 
California, he produced writings which have 
reached millions throughout the world. Today 
he one of the best-loved spiritual writers in Rus-
sia and Eastern Europe. His books Orthodoxy 
and the Religion of the Future and The Soul After 
Death have changed countless lives with their 
uncompromising and sobering truth.

ST. HERMAN OF ALASKA BROTHERHOOD 
ISBN 0–887904–00–X 
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Do the Orthodox have the same God as non-Christians?
What phenomena are assaulting Christianity in our modern world?
What is the Orthodox understanding of UFOs?
How can Christians avoid being caught up in the Apostasy?

The present book examines in eight chapters these and similar questions 
facing Christians in the contemporary world.  The religious phenomena of 
today are symptoms of a “new religious consciousness” that is preparing the 
world religion of the future. Phenomena such as Yoga, Zen, Tantra, Tran-
scendental Meditation, Maharaj-ji, Hare Krishna, UFOs, the charismatic 
movement and Jonestown are presented in contrast to the Orthodox Patristic 
standard of spiritual life, without the understanding of which, in the coming 
time of antichrist, it will scarcely be possible for Christians to be saved.

Written in 1975 and updated by the author in 1979, Orthodoxy and the 
religion of the Future has proved prophetic in the succeeding decades. A new 
epilogue to this fifth edition shows how the “new spirituality” has progressed 
precisely along the lines Fr. Seraphim described. Further developments are dis-
cussed, such as the growth of the New Age movement, the rise of witchcraft, 
the formation of a UFO network, the promotion of gnostic Christianity, the 
influence of feminist theology and the “Re-imagining” movement, the impact 
of the charismatic “Toronto Blessing,” and the effects of globalism.

ORTHODOXY 
and the Religion 

of the Future

ORTHODOXY 
and the Religion 

of the Future
FR. SERAPHIM ROSE
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The Place of Blessed Augustine  
in the Orthodox Church

Fr. Seraphim’s defense of the early Western 
Father Blessed Augustine examines the saint’s 
strengths and weaknesses, showing that his 
deeply Christian heart and soul earn him a 
place among the Fathers.

This edition contains letters written 
by Fr. Seraphim concerning Augustine, 
passages from Augustine’s Confessions which 
Fr. Seraphim found especially moving, and 
an Orthodox service to Blessed Augustine, 
commissioned by St. John of Shanghai and San Francisco. 
144 pages, illustrated, paperback, $10  isbn 978-0-938635-12-3

Nihilism
The Root of the Revolution of the 

Modern Age 
In 1962, the young Eugene Rose (the 
future Fr. Seraphim) undertook to write a 
monumental chronicle of the abandonment 
of Truth in the modern age. Of the hundreds 
of pages of material he compiled for this 
work, only the present essay has come down 
to us in completed form. Here Fr. Seraphim 
reveals the core of all modern thought and 
life—the belief that all truth is relative—and 

shows how this belief has been translated into action in our times. It 
clearly explains why contemporary ideas, values, and attitudes—the “spirit 
of the age”—are shifting so rapidly in the direction of moral anarchy, as 
the philosophy of Nihilism enters more deeply into the fiber of society. 
Nietszche was right when he predicted that the twentieth century would 
usher in “the triumph of Nihilism.”
128 pages, paperback, $9 isbn 1-887904-06-9

Blessed AuGusTine 
e Place of 

Blessed AuGusTine 
in the Orodox Chur

Fr. Seraphim Rose

Blessed AuGusTine 
e Place of 

Blessed AuGusTine 
in the Orodox Chur

Fr. Seraphim Rose

When Fr. Seraphim Rose (†1982) found that the early Western 
Father Blessed Augustine of Hippo (†430) was being wrongly at-
tacked in some Orthodox circles, he rose in his defense. In this book 
Fr. Seraphim presents a balanced, Orthodox approach to Blessed 
Augustine, showing how he has been historically regarded in the 
Orthodox Church. He said he wrote the present book in the hope 
that it would help remove Blessed Augustine as a “‘scapegoat’ for 
today’s academic theologians, and thus to help free us all to see his 
and our own weaknesses in a little closer light—for his weaknesses, 
to a surprising degree, are indeed close to our own.”

After discussing Blessed Augustine’s strengths and weaknesses, 
Fr. Seraphim examines the opinions of other Holy Fathers con-
cerning him. “His main benefit to us today,” he writes, “is probably 
precisely as a Father of Orthodox piety—something with which he 
was filled to overflowing.… Here he is one with the simple Ortho-
dox faithful, as well as with all the Holy Fathers of East and West 
who, whatever their various failings and differences in theoretical 
points of doctrine, had a single deeply Christian heart and soul. It 
is this that makes him unquestionably an Orthodox Father.”

This edition of The Place of Blessed Augustine in the Orthodox 
Church includes a service to Blessed Augustine commissioned by 
St. John (Maximovitch) of Shanghai and San Francisco.

ST. HERMAN OF ALASKA BROTHERHOOD 
www.sainthermanpress.com

ISBN: 978-0-938635-12-3
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Living the 
Orthodox 

Worldview
Lectures of  

Fr. Seraphim Rose
Volume One

Living the Orthodox World view is 
a recording of a lecture given by 
Fr. Seraphim Rose at the 1982 St. Herman Pilgrimage—on an outdoor 
platform, under a canopy, surrounded by an oak and pine forest, amidst 
foraging deer, gray squirrels, and peacocks.

It was the final pastoral talk of Fr. Seraphim’s life—the fruit of his 
spiritual growth as an Orthodox Christian and his matured outlook as 
an Orthodox pastor. It contains many of the themes that he emphasized 
during the final years of his life: the need to have one’s Orthodox faith 
enter into and transform the whole of one’s life; the need to cultivate 
a loving, merciful, and forgiving heart; the need to have a conscious 
Orthodox faith, an Orthodox worldview, so that one will not be easily 
influenced by worldly ways of thinking and behaving; the need to be 
down-to-earth and at the same time to have one’s heart in the other 
world with Christ; the need to nourish oneself with the divine services, 
the Holy Mysteries, the Holy Scriptures, the Lives of saints, and the 
writings of the Holy Fathers; the need to form the soul through the best 
artistic expressions of Christian culture; and finally, the need to take 
lessons from the experience of Orthodox Christians who suffered behind 
the iron curtain.
Orthodoxy is life. If we don’t live Orthodoxy, we simply are not Orthodox, no 
matter what formal beliefs we might hold…. The person with a truly Orthodox 
worldview lives every part of his life as Orthodox and Christian.

—an excerpt from Living the Orthodox Worldview

Living the Orthodox Worldview is the first in a series of digitally mastered 
audio recordings of talks by Fr. Seraphim.
Compact Disc, 71 minutes, 16-page, full-color liner notes, $12

prod master:
sales order:
acct mgr:
artist:
bus. rel.:
contact:
ofa date:

CD1600S
16-Page Stapled Booklet

Adobe InDesign
03/13/07 jgs

LECTURES oƒ FR. SERAPHIM ROSE 
Volume One

Living the Orthodox Worldview

Digitally mastered from a 
cassette tape and edited by 
Peter McElvein.

Published with the blessing of 
His Grace MAXIM, Bishop of 
the Western American Diocese 
of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church.

Front cover: Fr. Seraphim 
lecturing at the 1980 
St. Herman Summer 
Pilgrimage, August 10, 1980. 
(Photo by Fr. Lawrence Williams.)

Inside traycard: Noble Ridge in 
northern California, on which 
the St. Herman of Alaska 
Monastery is located. 
(Photo by Vladimir Maricic, 2005.)

The Talk:

1. Introduction
2. Life Today Has Become Abnormal
3. Two False Approaches to Spiritual Life
4. What We Can Do
5. The Orthodox Worldview
6. Conclusion

Questions and Answers:

7. Movies
8. Antichrist
9. “Having Fun”

10. Video Games
11. A Complex Question
12. Normal Life
13. Signs of the Times I
14. Acquiring the Grace of God
15. Signs of the Times II
16. Classical Music
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Expanded third edition

Orthodox Dogmatic
 Theology

By Fr. Michael Pomazansky

Translated by  
Fr. Seraphim Rose

Protopresbyter Michael Pomazansky’s 
Orthodox Dogmatic Theology has long 
been regarded as a standard source of 

Orthodox theology. Since its publication in Russian in 1963, it has been 
used as the main theology textbook of Holy Trinity Orthodox Seminary 
in Jordanville, New York; and since the publication of the first English 
edition in 1983, it has come to be regarded throughout the English-
speaking world as one of the best introductory books on Orthodox 
theology. 

Written clearly, simply and concisely, this modern-day classic is 
accessible not only to theology students but to contemporary laymen in 
general. As one deeply rooted in the tradition of the Orthodox Church, 
Fr. Michael quotes abundantly from the Holy Scriptures and the writings 
of the Holy Fathers, being concerned to present, not human opinions, 
but divine revelation, which has been handed down to us as the Church’s 
certain, unchanging teaching.

Expanded Third Edition: In the first English edition, Fr. Seraphim 
added many substantive footnotes in order to provide clarification on 
certain points or to introduce helpful information not included in the 
main text. In this third English edition, yet more notes have been added, 
primarily consisting of quotations from the Holy Fathers, in order to 
further elucidate Orthodox doctrines. This edition also includes a new 
preface, a new bibliography, and an expanded index.
436 pages, paperback, $19.95 isbn 978-0938635-69-7

ORTHODOX  DOGMATIC 
THEOLOGY

ORTHODOX  DOGMATIC 
THEOLOGY

Protopresbyter  Michael  Pomazansky

ORTHODOX DOGMATIC THEOLOGY
Third Edition

Protopresbyter Michael Pomazansky’s Orthodox Dogmatic Theology has long been 
regarded as a standard source of Orthodox theology. Since its publication in Russian 
in 1963, it has been used as the main theology textbook at Holy Trinity Orthodox 
Seminary in Jordanville, New York; and since the publication of the first English edi-
tion in 1983, it has come to be regarded throughout the English-speaking world as 
one of the best introductory books on Orthodox theology. Written clearly, simply 
and concisely, this modern-day classic is accessible not only to theology students but 
to the contemporary layman in general. As one deeply rooted in the tradition of the 
Orthodox Church, Fr. Michael quotes abundantly from the Holy Scriptures and the 
writings of the Holy Fathers, being concerned to present, not human opinions, but 
Divine Revelation, which has been handed down to us as the Church’s certain, un-
changing teaching.

“In the writings of Fr. Michael Pomazansky, one may see a characteristic of genuine 
Orthodox theology that is so often lost sight of in our cold, rationalistic age. Theology 
is not primarily a matter of arguments, criticisms, proofs and disproofs; it is first of all 
men’s word about God, in accordance with the Divinely revealed teaching of Ortho-
doxy. Therefore, its first purpose and intent is always to inspire, to warm the heart, 
to lift one above the petty preoccupations of earth in order to glimpse the Divine 
beginning and end of all things and so to give one the energy and encouragement to 
struggle towards God and our heavenly homeland.…

“Fr. Michael’s theology is in this warm-hearted and inspiring tone. He is not the 
only one to write Orthodox theology with this intent today, but he is one of the few, 
in an older generation that is fast vanishing, who can serve as a link between us and the 
genuine theology of the Holy Fathers.… Orthodox Dogmatic Theology is his master-
piece.”                                                                          —Hieromonk Seraphim Rose

Protopresbyter Michael Pomazansky (1888–1988) graduated from the Kiev Theo-
logical Academy in 1912. Afterwards he labored as a missionary priest and as a teacher 
both in Russia and abroad, while at the same time writing for numerous Orthodox 
journals. From 1950, he taught Dogmatic Theology, Greek and Church Slavonic at 
Holy Trinity Seminary in New York. He continued teaching and writing theological 
works into his nineties, and reposed just days short of his hundredth birthday.

Hieromonk Seraphim Rose (1934–1982), the translator and original editor of the 
English edition, was an American convert to the Orthodox faith who labored as a 
priest-monk, writer, publisher and missionary in the mountains of northern Califor-
nia. Today he is one of the best-loved spiritual writers in Russia and Eastern Europe.

st. herman of alaska brotherhood                           religion / theology
isbn–13: 978–0–938635–69–7                                                                           $19.95
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The First-Created Man
 By St. Symeon the New Theologion

The First-Created Man is a collection of seven 
homilies which deal with Adam’s fall and our 
redemption by Jesus Christ.

St. Symeon’s profound homilies on Adam 
and the future age provide a theological 
foundation for the Christian life of struggle. 
The original state of man from which Adam 
fell tells of our deepest nature, of which our 
present fallen nature is a corruption that 
is to be overcome; and the future state of 

blessedness is the goal to which our Christian struggle is aimed, and to 
which we can attain, by God’s grace, despite our fallen state.
124 pages, illustrated, paperback, $12 isbn 978-0-938635-11-6

The Orthodox Veneration of 
the Mother of God

By St. John Maximovitch

This concise work is a classic exposition of 
how the Church has venerated the Mother 
of God throughout the ages, and the chief 
errors that have attacked this veneration: 
both ancient heresies and the modern 
deviations of Western heterodoxy. It clearly 
tells why the Virgin Mary should be honored 
by all generations, but not considered a co-
redemptress along with Jesus Christ, the only Savior of the world.

This book is of special value in that it was written by a saint and 
miracle-worker of modern times who had direct spiritual contact with 
the Mother of God. The sources of St. John’s theology are the Holy 
Scriptures, the Holy Fathers (especially the great Fathers of the fourth 
and fifth centuries), and the divine services of the Orthodox Church.
88 pages, illustrated, paperback, $9 isbn 978-1-887904-26-1
Digital edition: $6

St. John Maximovitch

e Oryodox Veneration of  thereligion

e Oryodox Veneration 
of  the Mother of  God

By St. John Maximovitch

Translated, with an Introduction, 
by Fr. Seraphim Rose

right, Orthodox understanding of Mary, the Mother of 
God, is essential for a right understanding of Jesus Christ, the incarnate 
Son of God. When Her image is distorted, the image of Her Son 
becomes distorted, also. 

This concise little book is a classic exposition on how the Orthodox 
Christian Church has venerated the Mother of God throughout the 
ages, and on the chief errors that have sought to change or undermine 
this veneration: both ancient heresies and the later deviations of 
Western Christendom. It clearly tells why the Virgin Mary should 
truly be called the Mother of God and should be honored by all 
generations, and why at the same time She cannot be said to have 
been unable to sin, or considered a Co-Redemptress along with Jesus 
Christ, the only Savior of the world.

Written by a miracle-worker of modern times who was in close 
spiritual contact with the Mother of God—St. John Maximovitch, 
Archbishop of Shanghai and San Francisco (1896–1966)—this work 
was translated by an American convert to the Orthodox Faith who 
was a beloved disciple of St. John: Hieromonk Seraphim Rose of 
Platina (1934–1982).

st. herman of alaska brotherhood 
$9 us     isbn 978-1-887904-26-1 
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Fir-Created
MAN

By St. Symeon 
the New Theologian
Translated, with an Introduction, 

by Fr. Seraphim Rose

A knowledge of the beginning and end of all things is essen-
tial for us to understand the purpose of our existence here on this 
earth, and what lies beyond it. For a true interpretation of the first 
and last things, we must turn to those ancient teachers who beheld 
the beginning and end in a state of divine vision. Among these great 
seers was St. Symeon the New Theologian (†1022): he speaks of the 
mysteries of the beginning and end precisely because he has seen 
them. His profound writings on the first-created man and the fu-
ture age are of special value to us because they give the foundation 
of spiritual life and struggle. The original state of man tells us of our 
deepest nature, of which our present fallen nature is a corruption 
that is to be overcome; and the future state of blessedness is the goal 
to which our spiritual struggle is aimed, and to which we can attain, 
by God’s grace, even despite our fallen state.

These homilies of St. Symeon have been selected, translated, 
and introduced by a renowned spiritual writer of contemporary 
America, Fr. Seraphim Rose (†1982), with the aim of reconnecting 
modern man with the ancient understanding of the true purpose 
of life.

ST. HERMAN OF ALASKA BROTHERHOOD 
$10 US     ISBN 978-0-938635-11-6
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In the Steps of St. Herman In the Steps of St. Herman

Saint Herman 
of Alaska

His Life and Service
Including Newly  

Found Information 
about St. Herman

What cavern of the earth, what lapse 
of time, O holy father Herman, can 
conceal thy glory which is in heaven?
 —from the Service to St. Herman

St. Herman of Alaska, America’s first canonized saint, was an Orthodox 
Christian monk of holy life who lived in Valaam Monastery in north-
western Russia. In 1794, along with nine other monastics, he was sent to 
Alaska to evangelize the natives there. In time St. Herman became the 
sole survivor of the original missionaries. Throughout his long life he 
cared for the natives of the Kodiak area, nursing them in their illnesses, 
educating them, and defending them from the abuse of the Russian fur-
traders. By his meekness and firm faith he won the love and respect of all 
who came to know him, and inspired many to follow Christ. Eventually 
settling on nearby Spruce Island, he lived a mostly eremitic life, while 
also establishing an orphanage for the children of parents who had died 
during epidemics.

By the power of God, St. Herman was able to see into the hearts 
of others, as well as into the future. He worked miracles during his life, 
such as stopping a forest fire and a tsunami by his prayers. To this day he 
remains a wonderworker, healing the souls and bodies of those who ask 
for his intercessions before the throne of God.

Presented here is a Life of St. Herman, originally commissioned by 
Abbot Damascene of Valaam and incorporating the latest research on 
the saint’s early years, as well as a complete Vigil Service to the saint, 
composed by the St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood and Archbishop 
Alypy (Gamanovich) of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia.
48 pages, large format, paperback, $9  isbn 978-1-887904-18-6

His Life and Service

SAINT HERMAN 
of  ALASKA

SAINT HERMAN 
of  ALASKA

Father Herman:  
Alaska’s Saint

By F. A. Golder

In 1794 a group of Russian missionaries from 
from Valaam Monastery arrived in Kodiak, 
Alaska. For the next forty years one member 
of their party would remain, enduring hunger, 
cold, and mockery. Today he is universally 
recognized as a saint of the Orthodox 
Church: St. Herman of Alaska (1751–1836).

The present volume contains F. A. Golder’s Life of St. Herman and 
a collection of the saint’s miracles, spanning the time from his repose 
to the present day. Included is a contemporary pilgrim’s description of 
Spruce Island, the site of St. Herman’s labors, miracles, and repose.
72 pages, illustrated, paperback, $8 isbn 1-887904-03-4

FATHER HERMAN

Alaska’s Saint
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In 1794 a group 
of Russian missionaries 
from Valaam Monastery 
arrived in Kodiak, Alaska. For the next 
forty years one member of their party would 
remain, enduring hunger, cold, and mockery. Today he is universally 
recognized as a Saint of the Orthodox Church: St. Herman of Alaska.

St. Herman’s love for the Kodiak natives manifested itself in his 
service to them throughout his life. He was a protector of the persecuted, 
a nurse to the sick, and a father to orphans. As a hermit on Spruce Island, 
he was a friend of God and of angels. Even today the natives of Alaska 
refer to him as their father, a connection that has never been broken.

In 1914, F. A. Golder, a leading scholar on the American Northwest 
at the turn of the century, spent two weeks at Valaam Monastery located 
on Lake Ladoga (between present-day Russia and Finland). Golder went 
to Valaam to learn of this missionary monk who was sent to America to 
bring the Orthodox Faith to the natives of the land. 

The present volume contains Golder’s Life of St. Herman and a 
collection of  the Saint’s miracles, spanning from the time of his repose 
to our own times. Included is a contemporary pilgrim’s description of 
Spruce Island, the site of St. Herman’s labors, miracles, and repose.

FATHER HERMAN
Alaska’s Saint

By F. A. Golder

$8 U.S.
ISBN 1–887904–03–4

ALASKAN HISTORY / RELIGION

ST. HERMAN OF ALASKA 
BROTHERHOOD

Spruce Island, Alaska: A Pilgrim’s Guide
Hundreds of pilgrims come to Spruce 
Island each year to visit St. Herman’s 
grave, drink from his holy spring, and ask 
his intercession before the Lord. Spruce 
Island, Alaska: A Pilgrim’s Guide is the 
first full-color guide to St. Herman’s 
beloved isle. It includes pictures and 
descriptions of all the holy sites on Spruce 
Island, a brief history of the Russian 
Mission to Alaska, and a brief Life of St. 
Herman. It is an indispensable guide for 
those planning a trip to Spruce Island or 
for those who want to know more about 
America’s first saint.

48 pages, full color throughout, paperback, $8 isbn 978-1-887904-15-5
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St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood
ISBN: 978-1-8904-15-5 

$8 U.S. 
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In the Steps of St. Herman

Abba Gerasim
And His Letters to His Brotherhood
Father Gerasim, the desert-dweller chosen by 
St. Herman of Alaska to revive his monastic 
“heavenly abode,” left an abundance of letters, 
which serve as a testament of his solitary life 
on New Valaam—Spruce Island, Alaska. 
These letters remain now as a document of 
the severe ascetic life of a desert-dweller in 
modern America. His words reveal that he 
knew God through a life of struggle and 
prayer, of constantly “standing before God.” 
240 pages, illustrated, paperback, $10 isbn 0-938635-82-4

Father Gerasim  
of New Valaam

By R. Monk Gerasim

“A monk like me, fleeing the glory of men, 
will come and live on Spruce Island.”

—St. Herman of Alaska (†1836)

This prophecy was fulfilled one hundred 
years later in the person of Fr. Gerasim 
(Schmaltz) (1888–1969), who lived in 
the secluded forest at Monk’s Lagoon on 

Spruce Island, Alaska, for thirty years, praying alone for the world. 
Father Gerasim of New Valaam includes a preliminary Life of this 

righteous desert-dweller, together with selections from his letters and 
three of his articles, all of which are largely autobiographical. From his 
words there emerges the portrait of a warm, loving and endearing man, 
close to God’s creation. At the same time, we see him as a bearer of the 
holy tradition of Optina Monstery in his native Russia, and a true knower 
of God to whom contact with the other world was a common reality.
112 pages, illustrated, paperback, $5 isbn 0-938635-29-8

Father George Calciu:
Interviews, Homilies, and Talks

Fr. George Calciu (1925–2006) was one 
of the great confessors of Christianity in 
the twentieth century. Having survived 
the diabolic prison experiments of 
Communist Romania, Fr. George went 
on to become an apostle to spiritual 
seekers in Romania and, eventually, 
throughout the world. He was able 
to speak authoritatively of God’s love 
and forgiveness, because of his own 
experience of God’s mercy. As a priest 
in America, Fr. George maintained a 
strict ascetic life of fasting and prayer, 
while at the same time pastoring his 
flock as a joyful and loving father.

In this book we present a collection 
of his interviews, homilies, and talks. In them, Fr. George shares his 
thoughts on his imprisonment, prayer, his own experience of God’s 
Uncreated Light, and the Orthodox Christian’s battle against temptations 
in America. Included in this volume are the “Seven Homilies to the 
Youth” that he gave in Bucharest in 1978. These homilies, in which he 
fearlessly called Romanian youth to turn from atheism and materialism to 
Christ, led to his second imprisonment by the Communist regime. Here, 
as in his other writings and talks, the common thread of God’s mercy and 
forgiveness is woven into the fabric of man’s need for repentance and 
union with his Creator.

As Fr. George blessed so many during his lifetime, his words in this book will 
bless thousands more, leading, instructing, and confirming them in the faith 
of Christ, for he loved Christ above all.

—Frederica Mathewes-Green

392 pages, illustrated, paperback, $19  isbn  978-1-887904-21-6

Father George Calciu

Interviews, Homilies,
 and Talks

Father George Calciu

Interviews, Homilies,
 and Talks

introduction by 

Frederica Mathewes-Green
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“In prison we had the most 
spiritual life. We reached levels 
that we are not able to reach in 
this world. Isolated, anchored 
in Jesus Christ, we had joys and 
illuminations that this world 
cannot offer us.”

—Fr. George Calciu

Father George Calciu (1925–2006) was one of  the great confessors 
of Christianity in the twentieth century. Having survived the diabolic 
prison experiments of Communist Romania, Fr. George went on to 
become a fearless apostle to the youth in Romania and, eventually, 
throughout the world. He was able to speak authoritatively of God’s 
love and forgiveness because of his own experience of God’s mercy. As 
a priest in America, Fr. George maintained a strict ascetic life of fasting 
and prayer, while at the same time pastoring his flock as a joyful and 
loving father.

Here we present a collection of his interviews, homilies, and talks. 
In them he shares his thoughts on his imprisonment, how to pray, his 
own experience of God’s Uncreated Light, and the Orthodox Christian’s 
battle against temptations in America. Included in this volume are his 
Seven Homilies to the Youth, a series of sermons he gave in Bucharest. 
These homilies, in which he fearlessly called Romanian youth to turn from 
atheism and materialism to Christ, led to his second imprisonment by 
Nicolae Ceausescu’s Communist regime. Here, as in all his writings and 
talks, the common thread of God’s mercy and forgiveness are woven into 
the fabric of man’s need for repentance and turning toward his Creator.

“As Fr. George blessed so many during his lifetime, his words in this book 
will bless thousands more, leading, instructing, and confirming them in 
the faith of Christ, for he loved Christ above all.”

—Frederica Mathewes-Green

st. herman of alaska brotherhood
$19 us   isbn  978-1-887904-21-6
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Lives of the  
Georgian Saints

By Archpriest Zakaria Machitadze

Since the time of the ancient Greek 
historians, Georgia has been viewed as 
an enigma hidden behind impenetrable 
mountains and a complex language. Little 
has been written in English about this 
small country and its saints. Now, the entire 
collection of the Lives of the Georgian 
saints has been translated for the first time into English. These Lives 
encompass the seventeen hundred years of Orthodox Christianity in 
Georgia. The stories of ascetics and bishops, warriors and kings are 
intertwined with the tumultuous history of the Georgian land. Beside 
these Lives, the magnificent culture of Georgia is presented in full-color 
photographs of icons, churches and landscapes.
506 pages, full color throughout, hardbound, $29  isbn 978-1-887904-10-0

The Northern Thebaid
In third- and fourth-century Egypt, the Thebaid 
desert became a center of monastic life. A 
thousand years later, monks and nuns fled to the 
wilderness of northern Russia to live the ascetic 
life. This volume presents the Lives of twelve of 
these saints. Featuring an introduction by I. M. 
Kontzevitch and a preface and epilogue by Fr. 
Seraphim Rose, this edition is a facsimile of the 
original edition, which was hand-printed by Fr. 
Seraphim and his monastic brothers in the forests 
of northern California.

302 pages, illustrated, paperback, $17 isbn 0-938635-37-9
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Monastic Saints of 
the Russian North

Compiled and translated by 
Fr. Seraphim (Rose) and 

Fr. Herman (Podmoshensky)

From the fourth century A.D., the desert Thebaid of Egypt was the home of thousands 
of monks and nuns who made the desert a city peopled with Christians striving toward 
heaven in the angelic way of life. A thousand years later, no fewer thousands of monks 
and nuns, likewise seeking union with God, went to live in the forests of northern 
Russia, creating what has become known as the “Northern Thebaid.”

Just as the sultry African nature with its clear blue sky, lush colors, its burning 
sun, and its incomparable moonlit nights, is distinct from the aquarelle soft tones of 
Russia’s northern nature with the blue surface of its lakes and the soft shades of its leafy 
forests—in the same way the sanctity of the Saints of the Egyptian desert, elemental 
and mighty, is distinct from the sanctity of Russia, which is quiet, lofty, and as crystal-
clear as the radiant and quiet evening of the Russian spring. But both in Russia and in 
Egypt there is the same noetic prayer, the same interior silence.

Illustrated with rare pictures from old Russian books and magazines, The Northern 
Thebaid chronicles the lives of a number of holy men and women of the Russian forests, 
presenting the Orthodox monastic tradition which inspired them and which is still 
alive today for those who would follow in their footsteps. This edition is a facsimile of 
the original edition, which was hand-printed by Fr. Seraphim Rose and his monastic 
brothers in the mountain forests of Northern California.

st. herman of alaska brotherhood
isbn 0-938635-37-9
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Monastic Saints of the Russian North

Blessed Paisius Velichkovsky
The Man Behind the Philokalia

As a young monk, St. Paisius Velichkovsky 
(1722–1794) was led to Mount Athos, where 
he rediscovered the teachings of the Holy 
Fathers on the spiritual life and especially the 
Jesus Prayer. His work in disseminating these 
teachings, and in putting them into practice 
in monasteries in Romania, led to a spiritual 
revival throughout the Orthodox world.

299 pages, illustrated, paperback, $17 
 hardbound, $25  isbn 0-938635-13-1

New Confessors of Russia
By Archimandrite Damascene (Orlovsky)

Presented here are the lives and sufferings of twenty 
new confessors and martyrs of the Communist 
yoke. Compiled from eyewitness accounts and 
verified with recently opened KGB files, these Lives 
open a window on the recent heroes of the Church. 
432 pages, illustrated, paperback, $19
isbn 1-887904-34-4

Shepherd of Souls
The Life and Teachings of Elder Cleopa

By Archimandrite Ioanichie Balan

Fr. Cleopa was one of the great contemporary 
elders of Romania. A strict ascetic, he came to the 
knowledge of God through the constant labor of 
interior prayer. He changed the lives of thousands 
of people through his spiritual counsels. At the 
time of his death in 1998, he was the spiritual father 
of all Romania.

232 pages, 65 illustrations, paperback, $12 isbn 1-887904-04-2
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Great-Martyr Tsar Lazar 
of Serbia

His Life and Service
Great-Martyr Tsar Lazar (1329–1389) was a 
shining beacon in the history of the Serbian 
nation. He ruled the kingdom of Serbia, which 
was united by him, at a most pivotal moment 
in history. At a time when the Muslim armies 
were threatening to overrun all of Europe, this 
truly valiant leader, having been inspired by an angelic vision, sacrificed 
himself and his army at the fateful battle of Kosovo, on June 15, 1389. 
Choosing the heavenly kingdom over the earthly one, he and his army 
went to victorious martyrdom.

This large-format book, printed in two colors and suitable for use 
in church, contains the Life of this Great-Martyr and a complete Vigil 
Service to the saint, translated from Church Slavonic.
56 pages, illustrated, paperback, $9 isbn 0-938635-80-8

Salt of the Earth
By Priest Paul Florensky

He turned everything upside down and in such a way that 
it was impossible to find one ounce of self-will or anything 
ostentatious. His simplicity was an irony and his irony 
was simplicity itself. 

—An excerpt from Salt of the Earth
Salt of the Earth is the heartwarming biography 

of Hieromonk Isidore (1814–1908), the great elder of Gethsemane Skete 
in Russia.

Radiant with Christ-like love and childlike simplicity, Elder Isidore 
lived in another world, yet kept both feet firmly planted on the ground. 
He was one of those whom Christ called the salt of the earth (Matt. 
5:13)—a repository of the savor of ancient Christianity.
176 pages, illustrated, paperback, $9 isbn 0-938635-72-7

St. Herman of Alaska 
Brotherhood 
 
ISBN 0-938635-80-8
$9.00

G-M Ts L was one of the greatest men in the history of the 
Serbian nation and the entire world. He ruled the kingdom of Serbia, which was 
united by him, at a most pivotal moment in history. At a time when the Moslem 
horde was threatening to overrun all of Europe, this truly valiant leader, having been 
inspired by an angelic vision, sacrificed himself and his army at the fateful battle of 
Kosovo on June 15, 1389. Choosing the heavenly kingdom over the earthly one, 
he and his army went to victorious martyrdom. When receiving the Eucharist at 
the Divine Liturgy prior to battle, they all chanted in unison, “For the honorable 
Cross and golden freedom!”, followed by the famous words of St. Sava of Serbia, 
“Give up everything for Christ, but Christ for nothing!” As a result of the battle 
that Tsar Lazar waged on Kosovo Field, the Moslems never regained strength to 
take Western Europe. Thus, the Orthodox Kingdom of Serbia must always be 
acknowledged by Western Europe as that “sacrificial” kingdom which stood in the 
path of total Moslem captivity.

The Holy Great-Martyr Lazar was a sterling example of an Orthodox Christian 
monarch, both through his own pious life and trust in the Lord, and through his 
many acts of charity. During his reign he built and restored a great many churches 
and monasteries in his own country and abroad, including on Mount Athos. His 
holy and incorrupt relics lie to this day in Ravanica (pictured above), a monastery 
which he himself founded.

Presented here is the Life of this Great-Martyr, written by Fr. Daniel M. Rogich, 
as well as a complete Vigil Service to the Saint, translated from Church Slavonic.
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His Life and Service

Maria of Olonets
By Bishop Nikodim of Belgorod

In the first half of the nineteenth century, the 
Russian land was rich in dense woods and 
forests, in which the sound of the axe was 
rarely heard. In tiny hermitages, monastics 
labored for God in anonymity, coming to the 
knowledge of God and acquiring the grace 
of the Holy Spirit. Maria of Olonets offers 
an extraordinary account of one woman’s 
solitary struggle in the Russian forests. Maria’s 
life is a witness to the reality of Christ’s otherworldly kingdom.
112 pages, illustrated, paperback, $8.95 isbn 0-938635-74-3

Contemporary Asetics 
of Mount Athos
Volumes One and Two

By Archimandrite Cherubim

These two volumes present the Lives and 
spiritual teachings of ten Athonite elders 
of recent centuries, who, although differing 
greatly from each other in their backgrounds, 
characters, and ways of life, all bore the 

evident seal of the presence of the Holy Spirit in their hearts, testifying 
to a troubled world that the purpose of man’s existence is union with God.

The author, Archimandrite Cherubim Karambelas (†1979), lived on 
Mount Athos in his youth, and searched out firsthand sources and living 
witnesses for information on these elders.
Volume I: 368 pages, illustrated, paperback, $17 isbn 0-938635-50-7
Volume II: 356 pages, illustrated, paperback, $17  isbn 0-938635-56-5
Volume II: hardbound, $30  isbn 0-938635-57-3
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Elder Ambrose of Optina

Elder Ambrose (1812–1891) is considered the 
pinnacle of Eldership in Optina. He embodied 
the virtues of all the elders in the highest degree—
divine humility, purity of mind and heart, 
overflowing love, and total self-sacrifice for the 
salvation of his fellow man. So great were his 
gifts that hundreds of people flocked daily to his 
humble cabin at Optina, including the writers 
Dostoyevsky, Tolstoy, and Leontiev.
472 pages, illustrated, paperback, $17 isbn 0-938635-60-3

Elder Anthony of Optina

The natural brother and co-laborer of Elder 
Moses, a humble ascetic and man of prayer, Elder 
Anthony (1795–1865), was the first superior of the 
Optina Skete of St. John the Forerunner, which 
he guided for 14 years. Enduring excruciating 
physical ailments, he acquired perfect spiritual 
freedom through the careful guarding of his soul 
and the humble acceptance of God’s providence. 
This second edition contains a biography of the 
author, Fr. Clement Sederholm.

272 pages, illustrated, paperback, $14  isbn 978-0-938635-51-2

THE ELDERS of Optina Monastery have had a tremendous impact 
on Russian society, calling forth a nationwide blossoming of sanctity. During 
the course of a century, their prophecy and God-illumined counsel attracted 
spiritual seekers from far and wide.

Among the first Optina Elders was Elder Anthony (Putilov) (†1865), who, 
together with his brother Elder Moses, came to Optina after living for years in 
silence and prayer in a remote forest. Enduring terrible hardships and excru-
ciating physical ailments, Elder Anthony acquired perfect spiritual freedom 
through the careful guarding of his soul and the humble acceptance of God’s 
providence. He remained joyful to the end, filled with an unconquerable in-
ner peace and with tender compassion for all who came to him. His life and 
writings breathe this same peace. The reader is involuntarily drawn into the 
quiet, restful atmosphere of Elder Anthony’s beautiful soul, learning there the 
meaning of the lofty virtue of humble-mindedness.

ST. HERMAN OF ALASKA BROTHERHOOD 
ISBN 978-0-938635-51-2

RELIGION / RUSSIAN HISTORY $14.00
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ELDER ANTHONY

OF OPTINA
by Fr. Clement Sederholm

ELDER 

ANTHONY 

of Optina

ElderAnthonyCov.indd   1 1/29/2013   5:06:30 PM

Elder Leonid of Optina

Possessing penetrating spiritual discernment, 
Elder Leonid (1768–1841) introduced and firmly 
established in Optina the ancient tradition 
of eldership transmitted through St. Paisius 
Velichkovsky—a tradition founded on the Holy 
Scriptures and the teachings of the Holy Fathers. 
Also included in this volume is the Life of Elder 
Leonid’s preceptor, Elder Theodore of Svir.
272 pages, illustrated, paperback, $12 isbn 0-938635-66-2

Elder Nektary of Optina
Elder Nektary (1853–1928) was the last elder to 
function as such at Optina. As a young monk he 
received spiritual guidance from Elder Ambrose. 
He was in Optina when it was forcibly closed by 
the Communists in 1923, and spent his remaining 
years in exile from his spiritual home. At that time 
of immeasurable sorrow for Christian believers, 
God gave Elder Nektary to Russia as a consoler of 
souls and a voice of prophecy.
520 pages, illustrated, paperback, $19.00  isbn 0-938635-59-x

Elder Sebastian of Optina
The life of Elder Sebastian (1884–1966) was that 
of a long-suffering, quiet bearer of the vision of the 
Optina monastic tradition—destined to preserve 
Optina eldership through decades of Communist 
persecution of the Church. After the closure of 
Optina Monastery in 1923, he suffered arrest 
and imprisonment by the Communists in 1933, 
and was sentenced to ten years in the Karaganda 
concentration camps of Kazakhstan.

496 pages, illustrated, paperback, $19  isbn 0-938635-62-x

Elder Barsanuphius of Optina
The teachings of Elder Barsanuphius (1845–1913)
are some of the most important recent counsels 
for contemporary man. Like Elder Porphyrios and 
Elder Paisios of Mount Athos, Fr. Barsanuphius 
deeply understood the problems of modern 
society. At the age of forty-five, having left behind 
a successful military career, he came to Optina 
Monastery, where he quickly attained the grace 
of God. Drawing on his many experiences in the 

world and his divinely inspired wisdom, the elder was able to counsel 
people from all walks of life through his absorbing teachings and stories.
840 pages, illustrated, paperback, $23   isbn 0-938635-61-1
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The Sunrise of the East

Thoughts for 
Each Day of the 

Year
According to the Daily 

Church Readings 
from the Word of God

By  
St. Theophan the Recluse

St. Theophan the Recluse (1815–1891) was one of the most prolific and 
beloved spiritual writers of nineteenth-century Russia. Although he 
lived the last twenty-eight years of his life as a hermit, his impact on his 
homeland was immense. His articles appeared in the popular spiritual 
journals of his time, his books were in great demand, and he personally 
replied to an average of thirty letters a day. 

In the present book, Thoughts for Each Day of the Year, St. Theophan 
takes us through the yearly cycle of Gospel and Epistle readings, humbly 
and reverently offering us brief but powerful daily meditations on the 
word of God. He also addresses the problems of his day—lack of faith, 
coldness of heart, trust in the rational mind rather than in the revealed 
Truth of God—which are the problems of our day as well.

Contemplating the sacred texts together with St. Theophan, the 
reader will learn to penetrate more deeply into Holy Scripture, and will 
receive answers to many dogmatic, moral, and spiritual questions which 
touch upon our salvation. Thoughts for Each Day of the Year can help us to 
more closely connect our lives with the life of Christ in His Holy Church, 
and to gain a better knowledge of how to fulfill His commandments. By 
reading St. Theophan’s daily exhortations and taking them to heart, one 
can be transformed by the grace-filled power of our Savior.
312 pages, paperback, $18 isbn 978-1-887904-22-3

Ac c o r d i n g to t h e dA i ly ch u rch r e A d i n gs 
fro m t h e Wo r d o f g o d

St. Theophan the R ecluse

Thoughts for 
Each Day of the Year

Thoughts for 
Each Day of the Yeart. Theophan the Recluse 

(1815–1891) was one of the most 
prolific and beloved spiritual writers of 
nineteenth-century Russia. His works, 
which comprise over twenty volumes, 
include such classics as The Path to 
Salvation and A Commentary on Psalm 
118, as well as many volumes of letters. 
Although he lived the last twenty-eight 
years of his life as a hermit, his impact 
on his homeland was immense. His 
articles appeared in the popular spiritual journals of his time, his books 
were in great demand, and he personally replied to an average of thirty 
letters daily. 

In the present book, Thoughts for Each Day of the Year, St. Theophan 
takes us through the yearly cycle of Gospel and Epistle readings, humbly 
and reverently offering us brief but powerful daily meditations on the 
word of God. He also addresses the problems of his day—lack of faith, 
coldness of heart, trust in the rational mind rather than in the revealed 
Truth of God—which are problems of our day as well.

Contemplating the sacred texts together with St. Theophan, the reader 
will learn to penetrate more deeply into Holy Scripture, and will receive 
answers to many dogmatic, moral, and spiritual questions which touch 
upon our salvation. Thoughts for Each Day of the Year can help us to 
more closely connect our lives with the life of Christ in His Holy Church, 
and to gain a better knowledge of how to fulfill the His commandments. 
By reading St. Theophan’s daily exhortations and taking them to heart, 
one can be changed by the grace-filled power of our Savior, in accordance 
with the teaching of the Apostle Paul: Be not conformed to this world: but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God (Rom. 12:2).

st herman of alaska brotherhood 
sretensky monastery 

$18 us     isbn 978-1-887904-22-3 

SChrist the Eternal Tao
By Hieromonk Damascene

Not until now has the ancient wisdom 
of Lao Tzu been presented alongside the 
otherworldly revelation of Jesus Christ in a 
way that encompasses the full significance 
of both. Avoiding the common pitfalls of 
religious syncretism, Christ the Eternal 
Tao shows Lao Tzu’s Tao Teh Ching as a 
foreshadowing of what would be revealed 
by Christ, and Lao Tzu himself as a Far-
Eastern “prophet” of the Incarnate God.

Inspired by Fr. Seraphim Rose’s early 
studies of the Tao Teh Ching, this book 
draws from the unpublished translations 
and teachings of Fr. Seraphim’s Chinese 
Philosophy teacher, Gi-ming Shien, in 

order to uncover the inner meaning of the Tao Teh Ching. Then, through 
the transmission of holy teachers of the ancient Christian East, Lao Tzu’s 
teaching is brought into a new dimension, exploding with new meanings.

Part I contains a “New Testament” of the Tao Teh Ching, which 
looks at Christ through the eyes of Lao Tzu and presents the Gospel 
in Lao Tzu’s own intriguing way. Part II unfolds the history of the 
revelation of God, from the creation of man, through the fall, primordial 
civilization, Lao Tzu, Confucius, and the ancient Hebrews, and finally 
to God’s Incarnation in Jesus Christ and His ultimate revelation of His 
Being as Three Persons. Part III offers practical advice from Eastern 
Orthodox teachers on how to unite oneself to Christ the Incarnate Tao/
Logos and acquire His divine grace.

Much more than a mere study in comparative religion, Christ the 
Eternal Tao uses Lao Tzu’s intuitive realizations as a springboard by 
which to catapult the spiritual seekers of our day all the way into the 
mystical depths of Eastern Orthodox Christianity.
552 pages, illustrated, paperback, $19 isbn 1-887904-23-9
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Guidance Toward Spiritual Life
By Saints Barsunuphius and John

With the practical aim of guiding brothers at 
his monastery in the wilderness of northern 
California, Fr. Seraphim Rose set out to 
select and translate these counsels of Saints 
Barsanuphius the Great and John the Prophet, 
Desert Fathers of sixth-century Palestine. Fr. 
Seraphim found that many of the questions 
posed to Saints Barsanuphius and John in 
Guidance Toward Spiritual Life are not unlike 

those asked by Christian strugglers of today; and the answers of the 
Elders cut right through common fantasies and misconceptions. Guidance 
Toward Spiritual Life includes the Life of Saints Barsanuphius and John 
by St. Nicodemus of the Holy Mountain, as well as selected passages from 
the Spiritual Homilies of St. Macarius the Great of Egypt.
184 pages, illustrated, paperback, $12 isbn 0-938635-84-0

ARCHIMANDRITE SOPHRONY (Sakharov)
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Archim
andrite Sophrony

“Now at the close of my life I have 
decided to talk to my brethren of things 
I would not have ventured to utter earli-
er, counting it unseemly.…” Thus wrote 
Archimandrite Sophrony, then ninety-
two years old, in We Shall See Him as He Is, 
his spiritual autobiography. In this book 
Fr. Sophrony, one of the most beloved 
Orthodox Christian elders of our times, 
revealed to the world his own experi-
ence of union with God, and the path to 
that union. Drawing near to God with 
intense love and longing accompanied 
by struggle, self-emptying and searing 
repentance, Fr. Sophrony was granted 
to participate in the life of God Him-
self through His uncreated Energies. 
Like Orthodox saints throughout the 
centuries, he experienced God’s grace as 
an ineffable, uncreated Light. It was in 

this Light that Christ was transfigured on Mount Tabor before His Apostles, 
and it is in this Light that we shall see Him as He is (I John :).

Born into a Russian Orthodox family in Moscow in , Archimandrite 
Sophrony embarked on a successful career as a painter in Paris. There he delved 
into Eastern religions for a time, before repenting bitterly of this and returning 
to the faith of his childhood. After a brief period of theological study in Paris, 
he left for the ancient Orthodox monastic republic of Mount Athos in Greece, 
where he spent fifteen years in a monastery and a further seven as a hermit “in 
the desert.” On Mount Athos he became the spiritual son of a simple monk 
of holy life, Elder Silouan. It was under the guidance of Elder Silouan that 
Fr. Sophrony experienced Divine illumination, knowing God intimately as 
Personal Absolute—as the One Who revealed Himself to the Prophet Moses 
as “I AM” and Who became incarnate as man in Jesus Christ.

In , Fr. Sophrony founded the Monastic Community of St. John the 
Baptist in Essex, England, which has since become a major Orthodox spiri-
tual center for all of Western Europe. His books on the life and teaching of 
his elder, Fr. Silouan—published most recently in a single volume, as Saint 
Silouan the Athonite—led to the canonization of Elder Silouan by the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate of the Orthodox Church in . (Documents relating 
to the canonization are included at the beginning of the present book.) Elder 
Sophrony reposed in , at the age of ninety-seven.

ST. HERMAN OF ALASKA BROTHERHOOD
www.sainthermanpress.com

$ U.S.
ISBN–: ––––

We Shall See Him as He Is
By Archimandrite Sophrony (Sakharov)

In this book, Fr. Sophrony (1896–1993), one 
of the most beloved Orthodox Christian 
elders of our times, revealed to the world 
his own experience of union with God, 
and the path to that union. In his youth 
he passed through the temptations of the 
world, including the practice of Eastern 
religions. Bitterly repenting, he returned 
to the Orthodox Faith, and eventually left 
for Mount Athos, where he spent fifteen 
years in a monastery and a further seven as 
a hermit. It was under the guidance of St. Silouan of Mount Athos that 
Fr. Sophrony experienced divine illumination, knowing God intimately 
as Personal Absolute—as the One Who revealed Himself to the Prophet 
Moses as “I AM” and Who became incarnate as man in Jesus Christ.
238 pages, paperback, $15 isbn 978-1-887904-13-1

Our Thoughts  
Determine Our Lives

The Life and Teachings  
of Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica

Love little things, and strive for that which is 
modest and simple. The Lord watches over us, 
and He is pleased that you long for His peace. 
Until the soul is ready, He will only sometimes 
allow us to see that He is present everywhere 
and fills all things. At these moments the soul 
feels such joy!… But then the Lord conceals 
Himself from us again, in order that we might 
long for Him and seek Him with our hearts!

  —Elder Thaddeus of  Vitovnica

Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica was one 
of the most renowned spiritual guides 
of Serbia in the twentieth century. As 
a novice he lived in obedience to Elder 

Ambrose of Miljkovo Monastery, a disciple of the Optina Elders. From 
him Fr. Thaddeus learned the Prayer of the Heart and the selfless love that 
came to characterize his whole ministry to the suffering Serbian people. 

Born in 1914, Elder Thaddeus  lived through all the suffering endured 
by Serbia in the twentieth century. Over the course of two world wars, 
during the Communist takeover, and through the nato bombings of 
1999, he co-suffered with his people. He taught, counseled, and prayed 
for all who came to him in pain and sorrow. His words of love and hope 
provided spiritual balm for people from all classes of society. 

In 2002 Elder Thaddeus reposed, leaving behind a large collection 
of his teachings, preserved by his faithful spiritual children. His life, 
teachings, and spiritual conversations are here presented for the first time 
in English. 
216 pages, paperback, $15 isbn 978-1-887904-19-3
Digital edition: $9.99
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Letters to a Beginner
By Abbess Thaisia of Leushino

Originally written as a guidebook for women 
monastic aspirants, Letters to a Beginner has 
inspired many with its clear and heartfelt 
teachings on prayer and dedicating one’s life 
to God.

Abbess Thaisia (†1915), a spiritual 
daughter of the Russian luminary 
St. John of Kronstadt, was herself an 
outstanding spiritual guide renowned 
throughout Russia. This book of her 
letters was so popular and beneficial for those leading a spiritual life 
in pre-revolutionary Russia that it was reprinted numerous times and 
distributed to all monasteries and many parishes. 
112 pages, illustrated, paperback, $8.95  isbn 0-938635-43-3

Kindling the Divine Spark
By St. Theophan the Recluse

St. Theophan the Recluse (1815–1894) lived a 
solitary life of prayer for twenty-eight years, 
during which time he enlightened believers 
throughout Russia with his books and letters 
of spiritual counsel.

The teachings in this volume examine 
many essentials of the spiritual life, 
including how the heart is purified, inner 
suffering, spiritual zeal, how to train oneself 
to pray, and mystical union with the Lord.

St. Theophan had the exceptional gift of being able to encourage all, 
no matter where they were on the spiritual path, to go further in their 
struggle against the passions and toward everlasting union with Christ.
160 pages, illustrated, paperback, $9.95 isbn 0-887904-38-7 The Meaning of Suffering

and
Strife & Reconciliation

By Archimandrite Seraphim Aleksiev

Where have we gone wrong, so that we seem 
to suffer meaninglessly? Archimandrite 
Seraphim answers this question with 
penetrating clarity and with a compassion 
that warms the heart, helping us to come to 
the point where “quiet hope has taken the 

place of the bitter despair of suffering, and suffering is not unbearably 
heavy anymore, because it gives birth to sweet fruit.”

The Meaning of Suffering and Strife & Reconciliation are presented 
in one volume as a sequel to Forgotten Medicine. These books reflect a 
depth of insight and experience which can touch the souls of all those 
in the world today who are hungry for God—written by an outstanding 
contemporary pastor, spiritual writer, and theologian.
112 pages, illustrated, paperback, $8.95 isbn 0-938635-86-7

The Forgotten Medicine
The Mystery of Repentence

By Archimandrite Seraphim Aleksiev

In this classic primer on Confession, Fr. 
Seraphim Aleksiev (1912–1993) discusses 
the importance of repentance in the life of 
every Orthodox Christian. In practical terms 
he explains how to prepare for Confession, 
how to confess, and what to do after receiving 
absolution. The Forgotten Medicine is an 
excellent book for all those who feel awkward 
in coming to Confession, as well as for those who desire to delve more 
deeply into the mystery of repentance.
72 pages, illustrated, paperback, $5 isbn 0-938635-49-4
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Volume I: St. Seraphim of Sarov
My joy, I beg you, acquire the Spirit of Peace. That 
means to bring oneself to such a state that our spirit 
will not be disturbed by anything. For one must 
go through many sorrows to enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven. This is the way all righteous men were 
saved and inherited the Heavenly Kingdom….

—St. Seraphim
from his conversation with N. Motovilov

St. Seraphim of Sarov (1754–1833) is one of 
Russia’s best-loved saints, a heavenly man overflowing with Christ-like 
love, to whom the mysteries of the other world were open. He taught that 
the main aim of Christian life is to acquire for oneself the Spirit of God.

This volume contains the Life of St. Seraphim, his spiritual 
instructions, his soul-saving conversation with Nicholas Motovilov, “On 
the Acquisition of the Holy Spirit,” and his prophetic “Great Diveyevo 
Mystery”—which, until the publication of this book, had never been 
revealed in the English language.
160 pages, illustrated, paperback, $12 isbn 978-0-938635-30-7

Volume V: St. Theodore of Sanaxar
Elder Theodore, a great Russian luminary 
of the eighteenth century, was born into a 
noble family in 1719. He served in the elite 
Preobrazhensky Regiment in St. Petersburg and 
was personally known to Empress Elizabeth 
Petrovna. However, shaken by the sudden death 
of one of his companions, he abandoned his life 
of ease and advantage and fled to the wilderness 
to take up a life of repentance and prayer.

This book contains the Life of the Elder, 
his spiritual counsels to the monks and nuns under his direction, a 
number of his letters, the monastic rule of Sanaxar Monastery, and a 
firsthand account of his canonization.
192 pages; illustrated, paperback, $12 isbn 0-938635-34-4

Elder Paisios of Mount Athos
Elder Paisios (1924–1994) is one of the most loved and revered elders of our 
times. Living as a monk in the ancient monastic republic of Mount Athos, 
Greece, he lived in the Kingdom of God even while on earth, and received 
many heavenly visitations. He lived in obscurity, giving himself over entirely 
to God, and God gave him to the whole world. During the last fifteen years 
of his life, he spent his nights in prayer and his entire days assuaging human 
pain and spreading divine consolation.

Volume II: 
Spiritual Awakening

In this volume of his counsels, Elder Paisios 
deals with the theme of constant vigilance and 
readiness, preparing us for difficult situations and 
conditions of life. Some of the subjects included 
are “The Responsibility of Love,” “Struggle and 
Devoutness,” “Spiritual Bravery,” “Dependence 
upon Heaven,” and “Spiritual Weapons.”
424 pages, paperback, imported from Greece, $35

Epistles
By Elder Paisios of Mount Athos

The Epistles collected in this volume were 
addressed to the abbess and sisters of the Holy 
Monastery of St. John the Theologian in Souroti 
(Thessalonica), Greece, where Elder Paisios is 
buried. Although these Epistles were written to 
monastics, the counsels contained in them can 
be of inestimable benefit to everyone.

Elder Paisios’ Epistles constitute a handbook of Orthodox spiritual 
life. The God-inspired discernment of the Elder, together with his 
profound and all-consuming love for God and man, emerges from each 
line. His words powerfully touch the heart, kindling in it the same divine 
love that abundantly filled the Elder.
258 pages, illustrated, hardcover with dust-jacket, imported from Greece, $26 
 No isbn
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E P (1924–1994) was one of
the most loved and revered Greek Ortho-
dox Elders of our times. Living as a monk in
the ancient monastic republic of Mount
Athos, Greece, he lived in the Kingdom of
God even while on earth, and received many
heavenly visitations. He lived in obscurity,
giving himself over entirely to God, and God
gave him to the whole world. During the
last fifteen years of his life, he spent his nights
in prayer and his entire days gathering hu-
man pain and spreading divine consolation.
He guided, consoled, healed, and gave rest
to countless people who took shelter in him.
His sanctified soul overflowed with divine
love, and his face radiated divine Grace.

He was the founder of the Holy Monas-
tery of Saint John the Theologian in Souroti,
Thessaloniki, Greece, which he guided spiri-
tually for twenty-eight years. The Epistles
collected in this volume were addressed to
the  Abbess and Sisters of that monastery with
the aim of guiding them on the sure Ortho-
dox Christian path to salvation. Although
these Epistles were written for monastics, the
counsels contained in them can be of inesti-
mable benefit to everyone.

Elder Paisios’s Epistles constitute a hand-
book of Orthodox spiritual life. One senses
in them the authenticity of the Grace-filled
life that produced them. The God-inspired
discernment of the Elder, together with his
profound and all-consuming love for God
and man, emerges from each line. Deeply
grounded in the wisdom of the ancient Holy
Fathers of the Orthodox Church, and par-
taking of their life of holiness and ascesis,
Elder Paisios passes on this patristic wisdom
to our own times in a manner that is direct
and accessible. His words powerfully touch
the heart, kindling in it the same divine love
that abundantly filled the Elder.

From the Epistles of Elder Paisios:

“Ask for repentance in your prayer and noth-
ing else, neither for divine lights, nor miracles,
nor prophecies, nor spiritual gifts—nothing
but repentance. Repentance will bring you
humility, humility will bring you the Grace
of God, and God will have in His Grace ev-
erything you need for your salvation, or any-
thing you might need to help another soul.

“Things are very simple, and there is no
reason why we should complicate them. If
we regard matters in this way, we will feel
the Jesus Prayer as a necessity and will not
grow weary. We will be able to repeat it many
times and our heart will feel a sweet pain,
and then Christ Himself will shed His sweet
consolation inside our heart.

“Thus prayer does not tire but invigo-
rates. It is tiresome only when we do not
enter into its meaning and do not understand
the sense given it by our Holy Fathers. Once
we comprehend the need of God’s mercy,
the desire of this hunger will compel us, with-
out pressuring ourselves in prayer, to open
our mouth like a nursing infant, and we will
feel, simultaneously, all the security and joy
of a baby in its mother’s embrace.”

Published by the
Holy Monastery of the Evangelist

John the Theologian
570 06 Vasilika

Souroti, Thessaloniki, Greece

Distributed in the U.S.A. by the
St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood

P. O. Box 70
Platina, California  96076

stherman.com

ISBN 0-938635–15–2 $26 U.S.
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The Gurus, the 
Young Man,

and Elder Paisios
By Dionysios Farasiotis

This powerful memoir tells the story of 
a Greek youth who, out of a desire to 
know the truth empirically, began to 
experiment with yoga, hypnotism, and 
various occult techniques. Eventually 
drawn back to the Faith of his forefa-
thers—Orthodox Christianity—he vis-
ited the ancient monastic republic of Mount Athos in his native Greece, 
where he was brought to a knowledge of the Truth of Jesus Christ by the 
saintly Elder Paisios (1924–1994). Nevertheless, believing he had only 
found “part of the truth” on the Holy Mountain, he chose to give the 
“same opportunity” to Hindu yogis that he had given to Elder Paisios 
and other Orthodox monks. Thus, at the age of twenty-five, he embarked 
on a trip to India, where he undertook his search in the ashrams of three 
famous gurus, one of whom was worshipped as a god. His experiences in 
India, along with his subsequent encounters with Elder Paisios on Mount 
Athos, are recounted in the present book in vivid detail. 

Popular in Greece since its first publication there in 2001, The Gu-
rus, the Young Man, and Elder Paisios is a page-turning narrative of both 
outward adventures and inward struggles. What stands out most in this 
book, however, is the radiant image of Elder Paisios, possessed of divine 
gifts, laboring in prayer for his fellow man, and overflowing with uncon-
ditional love. Through this, one sees the uncreated Source of the Elder’s 
love and of the author’s spiritual transformation: the true God-man Jesus 
Christ, Who honors man’s personal freedom while drawing him, through 
love, into everlasting union with Himself.
312 pages, paperback, $17 isbn 978-1-887904-16-2
Digital edition: $9.95 
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This powerful memoir tells the story of a 
Greek youth who, out of a desire to know 
the truth empirically, began to experiment 
in yoga, hypnotism, and various occult tech-
niques. Eventually drawn back to the Faith 
of his forefathers—Orthodox Christiani-
ty—he visited the ancient monastic republic 
of Mount Athos in his native Greece, where 
he was brought to a knowledge of the Truth 
of Jesus Christ by the saintly Elder Paisios 
(1924–1994). Nevertheless, believing he had 
only found “part of the truth” on the Holy 
Mountain, he chose to give the “same op-
portunity” to Hindu yogis that he had given 
to Elder Paisios and other Orthodox monks. 
Thus, at the age of twenty-five, he embarked 
on a trip to India, where he undertook his 
search in the ashrams of three famous gurus, 
one of whom was worshipped as a god. His 

experiences in India, along with his subsequent encounters with Elder Paisios 
on Mount Athos, are recounted in the present book in vivid detail. 

Popular in Greece since its first publication there in 2001, The Gurus, the 
Young Man, and Elder Paisios is a page-turning narrative of both outward ad-
ventures and inward struggles. What stands out most in this book, however, is 
the radiant image of Elder Paisios, possessed of divine gifts, laboring in prayer 
for his fellow man, and overflowing  with unconditional love. Through this, one 
sees the uncreated Source of the elder’s love and of the author’s spiritual trans-
formation: the true God-man Jesus Christ, Who honors man’s personal free-
dom while drawing him, through love, into everlasting union with Himself.

“This book, written by a man dear to my heart, describes events he has person-
ally experienced.… I too can testify to what he has written, because I was an 
eyewitness to many of the events that he describes: since I lived on the Holy 
Mountain at that time, I played a part in the development of his relationship 
with the righteous Elder Paisios.… Seeing the benefit that so many have re-
ceived from this book, I truly rejoice and bless the name of God, Who made us 
worthy to see firsthand this saint of our days, Elder Paisios.”

—Metropolitan Athanasios of Limassol, Cyprus

st. herman of alaska brotherhood
isbn 978-1-887904-16-2  

$15 us

Elder Paisios at his hermitage.

A Trace in the Sand
A Tale of the Early Martyrs

It is a.d. 274. Emperor Lucius Domitus 
Aurelianus rules the Roman Empire with 
the belief that no one is mightier than he and 
his gods. Kings tremble before him, and his 
subjects worship him as a new Jupiter, holding 
the lives of men and nations in his hand.

Alexamenos, the teenage son of the 
powerful Senator Poplius, wants to know 
what the purpose of his perfect life is. 
Handsome and rich, haughty and cruel, 

Alexamenos fears nothing and respects no one—until the day his life 
is saved by the slave boy Milvius. Finally, Alexamenos has met someone 
who possesses something that he cannot attain: an otherworldly peace.

 A Trace in the Sand is a novel for young people originally published 
in the Greek language. It is a collaborative work by Orthodox Christians 
in Greece, where it has gone through seven editions.
192 pages, paperback, $12 isbn 978-1-887904-14-8
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It is a.d. 274. Emperor Lucius Domitius Aurelianus has reunited the 
Roman Empire and now reigns over the land and sea of half the 

inhabited world. Roman citizens and barbarians alike quake before the 
soldier-emperor who styles himself a living god. Little does Emperor 
Aurelianus know that a humble slave, a captive German, and the son 
of a Roman senator are all about to become Christians and that pagan 
society is soon to be shaken to its foundations. 

Senator Poplius’ son, Alexamenos, has everything: wealth, power, 
and health. Nevertheless, he is dissatisfied with the world and every-
thing in it. Life has become pointless, with the futility of death ever 
standing before him. So it is, until the day a young slave boy saves his 
life, and Alexamenos finally meets someone nobler and braver than 
himself: a Christian.

A Trace in the Sand is a novel for young people inspired by the “Pala-
tine Crucifix,” an archeological find from third-century Rome. It is 
a collaborative work by Orthodox Christians in Greece, where it has 
gone through seven editions and has become a beloved classic of 
spiritual literature. 

Front cover illustration: The Roman Colosseum. Photograph by John Hughes. 
Back cover: The Roman Forum. Photograph by Ana Schaeffer.

ST. HERMAN OF ALASKA BROTHERHOOD

isbn–13: 978-1-887904-14-8                 $12.00 U.S.
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The Purple Mantle
An Historical Novel

By Aliki Kafetzopoulou

Set in the Roman Empire during the reign of 
Emperor Diocletian, the notorious persecutor 
of Christians, The Purple Mantle is a moving 
story of faith and heroism amidst a society 
plagued by confusion and fear. Greek 
Orthodox author Aliki Kafetzopoulou has 
skillfully woven a rich historical tapestry full 
of spiritual depth, presenting a vivid picture 
of the intense circumstances in which the ancient Christians lived and a 
close-up, immediate view of the exploits and contests of the early martyrs, 
through which the Faith of Christ triumphed.
192 pages, paperback, $12 isbn 1-887904-05-0
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S in the Roman Empire during the reign of the notorious persecu-
tor of Christians, Emperor Diocletian (.. ), The Purple Mantle 
is a moving story of faith and heroism amidst a society plagued by 
confusion and fear. Author Aliki Kafetzopoulou has skillfully woven 
a rich historical tapestry full of spiritual depth, presenting a vivid 
picture of the intense circumstances in which the ancient Christians 
lived, and a close-up, immediate view of the exploits and contests of 
the early martyrs, through which the faith of Christ triumphed.

Although written especially for young adults, this historical novel 
has enthralled people of all ages with its riveting narrative. Carefully 
tracing the spiritual awakening and growth of a young man and 
woman, it places in striking relief the ultimate choice faced by all of 
us—between the ephemeral comforts and grandeur of this world and 
the eternal joy and glory of the world to come.

A K (†) was a teacher in Athens, Greece, who 
devoted much of her life to works of Christian charity through the 
Orthodox lay sisterhood “Hope.” She authored several popular books 
in Greek, aimed at the formation of the soul.

Front cover illustration: Great Martyr George before Emperor Diocletian.
Back cover: Great Martyr George.
Fourteenth-century frescos from Ubisi Monastery in western Georgia.

ST. HERMAN OF ALASKA BROTHERHOOD

ISBN −−−                          $. U.S.
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Diamonds on the Bosphorus
An Historical Novel

By Aliki Kafetzopoulou

Diamonds on the Bosphorus is set in 
Constantiople in a.d. 400, during the 
persecution of St. John Chrysostom by 
Empress Eudoxia. The lives of young 
Nicephorus and his twin sister Juliana, 
children of a poor, pious fisherman, are turned 
upside down by the revelation of their true 
identity, and their path becomes intertwined 
with intrigue in the imperial court and the 

persecution of their beloved pastor, St. John. This is the story of the 
choice made by Christians throughout the centuries: to follow the path 
of Christ or the path of worldly glory.
144 pages, paperback, $13 isbn 978-1-887904-24-7

d
ia

m
o

n
d

s o
n

 t
h

e b
o

sp
h

o
r

u
s

onstantinople in a.d. 400 is the 
greatest city of its era—the throne 

of the Roman Empire with streets of 
marble and churches adorned in gold. 
But not all is right in the imperial 
capital: the empress Eudoxia has begun 
a persecution of the city’s great pastor 
and preacher, St. John Chrysostom.

Diamonds on the Bosphorus—an 
historical novel for young people—is the 
story of the choice made by Christians 
throughout the centuries: to follow the 
path of Christ or the path of worldly 
glory.

Nicephorus and his twin sister, Juliana, have dwelt their entire lives in 
the shadow of Constantinople on the shores of the Bosphorus—the majestic 
waterway connecting the Sea of Marmara and the Black Sea. As the children 
of the pious fisherman Theodotus, they have been raised in the Christian 
virtues, devoting themselves to serving others. Their greatest joy is to hear 
the divine words of the righteous bishop St. John Chrysostom.

On the verge of becoming adults, Nicephorus and Juliana have their lives 
turned upside-down with the revelation of their true identities. Suddenly, 
the paths of these simple fishers have become irreversibly intertwined with 
intrigue in the imperial court and the persecutions raised against St. John. 

Aliki Kafetzopoulou (1924–2005) was a teacher in Athens, Greece, who 
devoted much of her life to works of Christian charity through the Orthodox 
lay sisterhood “Hope.” She is the author of The Purple Mantle and several 
other popular books in Greek, aimed at the formation of the soul.

Front cover: Constantinople—a composite view of the sixth to eleventh 
centuries. Detail of a painting by Jean-Léon Huens (1921–1982).

Back cover: St. John Chrysostom. Mosaic from the nave of the Hagia Sophia, 
Constantinople, late ninth century.

ST. HERMAN OF ALASKA BROTHERHOOD

isbn: 978-1-887904-24-7 $13.00 u.s.
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The Mystery of the 
Wonder-Worker of Ostrog

The Mystery of the Wonder-worker of Ostrog tells 
the fictional story of the transformation of a 
modern-day Serbian youth, Mladjen, from the 
depths of despair to a life of faith and spiritual 
enlightenment. Mladjen is mystically called by 
St. Basil the Wonder-worker of Ostrog (†1671) to 
the Ostrog Monastery in Montenegro, where he 
is confronted by the presence of God, by monks 
who see into his soul, and by his own sins. During the course of his visit, 
Mladjen himself becomes one of the new miracles of Ostrog. A summary 
of the Christian path to salvation, a chronicle of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church and the people of Montenegro, and a complete Life of St. Basil 
of Ostrog form integral chapters in the story of Mladjen’s rebirth.
296 pages, 9 x 12½ inch format, profusely illustrated in full color, hardcover with 
dust jacket, now $24 (50% off regular price) isbn 86-7660-005-8

From Serbia

Door to 
Paradise

An inspiring and easy-to-follow 
introduction to the Orthodox 
Church, artistically designed with 
pictures on every page. With its 
beautiful full-color cover, this 
large-format booklet makes an 
excellent missionary tool to give to 
friends and relatives, and to anyone 
who wants to discover the fullness 
of the ancient Christian Faith.

Door to Paradise features 
sections on Jesus Christ and the early Church, the catacombs, the 
Byzantine empire, monasticism, and other aspects of Orthodoxy. Also 
included is a time line of Church history.
“I am the door,” said Christ. “By Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved.” 
Christ is the Door to the Kingdom of Heaven, which we can find within us 
even during this life and which continues for eternity. But how do we find 
that Door amidst thousands of different sects and philosophies, all of which 
present a different image of Christ? If we look into the history of the Church 
He founded, we find one unbroken line in which His image has been kept 
pure and undistorted. That line is ancient Orthodoxy, the measuring stick 
of true Christianity.… 

This Church extends from the saints in Heaven down to the believers 
here on earth in order to raise us from earth to the heights of Heaven.… The 
true essence of the Church must be sought in Her spiritual life, which takes 
place in the heart; for it is within the heart that Christ reveals Himself.… 

Through the Sacraments, the Scriptures, the spiritual discipline and 
the ascetic teachings of the Orthodox Church, you will find the Door to 
Paradise. And then, in your own heart, your own inward being, you will 
find Paradise itself. You will find what true prayer is, and you will find Him 
Who has been calling you all your life: Christ, the Bridegroom of your soul.

—excerpts from Door to Paradise
20 pages, illustrated, paperback, $3 No isbn
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A Little Corner of Paradise 
Elder Paisius of Romania 

Scenes of Spruce Island  
Note Cards

Five full-color scenes of St. Herman’s home: Spruce Island, Alaska. Printed 
on high-quality, glossy card stock; sets contain each of the above five images. 
Clockwise from top left: Sts. Sergius and Herman Chapel over St. Herman’s 
grave; Monk’s Rock; Monk’s Lagoon; Spruce Island forest; St. Herman’s 
garden. Blank inside. 7½ × 4¼ inches.

Set of five cards: $12 each, plus shipping. 
U.S. shipping:  $3 for any number of sets. 

International shipping: $6 plus $3 for each additional set.

Send check or money order in U.S. dollars to:
St. Michael’s Skete

P. O. Box 90, Ouzinkie, AK 99644
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Protopresbyter Michael Pomazansky’s Ortho
dox Dogmatic Theology has long been regarded as 
a standard source of Orthodox theology. Since its 
publication in Russian in 1963, it has been used as the 
main theology textbook at Holy Trinity Orthodox 
Seminary in Jordanville, New York; and since the 
publication of the first English edition in 1983, it 
has come to be regarded throughout the English-
speaking world as one of the best introductory books 
on Orthodox theology. Written clearly, simply and 
concisely, this modern-day classic is accessible not 
only to theology students but to the contemporary 
layman in general. As one deeply rooted in the tradition of the Orthodox Church, Fr. Michael 
quotes abundantly from the Holy Scriptures and the writings of the Holy Fathers, being 
concerned to present, not human opinions, but Divine Revelation, which has been handed 
down to us as the Church’s certain, unchanging teaching.

Expanded third edition: In the first English edition, Fr. Seraphim Rose added many 
substantive footnotes in order to provide clarification on certain points or to introduce 
helpful information not included in the main text. In this third English edition, yet more 
notes have been added, primarily consisting of quotations from the Holy Fathers, in order 
to further elucidate Orthodox doctrines. This edition also includes a new preface, a new 
bibliography, and an expanded index. 

436 pages, paperback, Smyth-sewn binding $19.95 each. (isbn: 0–938635–69–7) 
Please add 15% postage. California residents: please add 7.25% sales tax. 
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ORTHODOX DOGMATIC THEOLOGY
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Protopresbyter Michael Pomazansky’s Orthodox Dogmatic Theology has long been 
regarded as a standard source of Orthodox theology. Since its publication in Russian 
in 1963, it has been used as the main theology textbook at Holy Trinity Orthodox 
Seminary in Jordanville, New York; and since the publication of the first English edi-
tion in 1983, it has come to be regarded throughout the English-speaking world as 
one of the best introductory books on Orthodox theology. Written clearly, simply 
and concisely, this modern-day classic is accessible not only to theology students but 
to the contemporary layman in general. As one deeply rooted in the tradition of the 
Orthodox Church, Fr. Michael quotes abundantly from the Holy Scriptures and the 
writings of the Holy Fathers, being concerned to present, not human opinions, but 
Divine Revelation, which has been handed down to us as the Church’s certain, un-
changing teaching.

“In the writings of Fr. Michael Pomazansky, one may see a characteristic of genuine 
Orthodox theology that is so often lost sight of in our cold, rationalistic age. Theology 
is not primarily a matter of arguments, criticisms, proofs and disproofs; it is first of all 
men’s word about God, in accordance with the Divinely revealed teaching of Ortho-
doxy. Therefore, its first purpose and intent is always to inspire, to warm the heart, 
to lift one above the petty preoccupations of earth in order to glimpse the Divine 
beginning and end of all things and so to give one the energy and encouragement to 
struggle towards God and our heavenly homeland.…

“Fr. Michael’s theology is in this warm-hearted and inspiring tone. He is not the 
only one to write Orthodox theology with this intent today, but he is one of the few, 
in an older generation that is fast vanishing, who can serve as a link between us and the 
genuine theology of the Holy Fathers.… Orthodox Dogmatic Theology is his master-
piece.”                                                                          —Hieromonk Seraphim Rose

Protopresbyter Michael Pomazansky (1888–1988) graduated from the Kiev Theo-
logical Academy in 1912. Afterwards he labored as a missionary priest and as a teacher 
both in Russia and abroad, while at the same time writing for numerous Orthodox 
journals. From 1950, he taught Dogmatic Theology, Greek and Church Slavonic at 
Holy Trinity Seminary in New York. He continued teaching and writing theological 
works into his nineties, and reposed just days short of his hundredth birthday.

Hieromonk Seraphim Rose (1934–1982), the translator and original editor of the 
English edition, was an American convert to the Orthodox faith who labored as a 
priest-monk, writer, publisher and missionary in the mountains of northern Califor-
nia. Today he is one of the best-loved spiritual writers in Russia and Eastern Europe.
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